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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following REPRESENTATIONS were drawn up 
for the peruſal of His Majeſty's Minifters of State, to 
whom they were offered ſoon after the declaration of the 
war in 1756. They are now publiſhed in hopes that the 
OBs8ERVATIONS they contain may be inſtrumental to the 
ſervice of this Country on ſome future occaſion. 
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1. An account of the Southern Maritime Provinces of France; 
repreſenting the diſtreſs they were reduced to at the concluſion 
of the war in 1748, and in what manner they may again be 
diftreſſed upon any ſuture renewal of hoſtilities. — page 1. 


2. The authentick proofs, by way of Appendix, collected from 
the minutes f the afſembly of the States, S&S. — p.45. 


3. A Supplement to the foregoing account, containing obſerva- 
tions on the three principal cities of Provence, namely, Aix, 
Marſeilles, and Toulon ; with two Maps or Plans, the one 
of the fortifications of — the other of its arſenals and 
dock-yards. — * 26 P. 75. 


4. Remarks on the Marine of France, containing an account of 
the methods of its adminiſtration, at what expence it is main- 
tained, and in what parts, and by what trades, it is chiefly 
Supported, — — — — p- 103. 
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F R A N CE, &c. 
W | | 7 
0 know the weak fide of our enemy, or on 
_- what fide the power of our enemy may be 
_ wckned, are equally very conſiderable 
advantages; I hope therefore it will be no 
& unacceptable ſervice to my country, if I at- 
tempt to point out on what fide France has 
been, and may again be weakened, whilſt engaged in a war 
againſt England. I had an opportunity 'of diſcovering this, 
by being in the Southern parts of that kingdom, both before the 
war that was begun in 1744, and immediately after its conclu- 
ſion in 1748; and think it now my duty to offer ſome obſer- 
vations on the ſtate and condition of thoſe provinces with re- 


ſpect to their trade and revenues, the e foundations of their 
A ſtrength 


(+) 


ſtrength and power : each of which I will endeavour to de- 


ſcribe, as they appeared to be at the three following periods, 


namely, from 1740 to 1743, before the commencement of 


that war with England — Next, from 1744 to 1748, du- 


ring its continuance ; — And laſtly, in 1748, upon the 
reſtoration of the peace at Aix la Chapelle. Thus by 
comparing their condition at the former period, to the di- 
ſtreſs they were reduced to at the latter ; difcovering the dif- 
ference, and examining the. cauſe of that difference, we ſhall 
be apprized in what manner they may again be diſtreſſed, upon 
any future renewal of haſtilities. 

The firſt point to be conſidered, in any kingdom, or any 
province of a kingdom, is the plenty or ſcarcity of the neceſ- 
fary proviſions of life; for theſe govern the price of all other 
productions, on which the welfare of trade depends; from 
whence the riches of all nations are introduced, their revenues 
ſupported, and their power eſtabliſhed. Now with regard 
to theſe points, we may remark, that although Provence and 
Languedoc, which are the two principle Southern provinces of 
France, do not greatly abound in corn, yet in times of peace 
they are eaſily ſupplied with it by importation from Sicily, the 
Levant, and the coaſts of Barbary, as well as from England, 
and the other more Northern countries. 

From hence-it is apparent, how greatly they may ſuffer in 
time of war, by their enemies cutting off that communication, 
and preventing ſuch foreign ſupplies. 

But however deficient theſe provinces may be in pro- 


ducing the firſt neeeffary proviſions of life, they naturally 


abound in many productions of luxury, the ſale and exporta- 


tion of which make up the moſt conſiderable branch of their 


annual 


A 
» 
” 
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(3) 
annual wealth. They have wine ſufficient, not only for 
their own, but for the conſumption of great part of Italy, 
beſides quantities exported to their Weſtern colonies. Their 
Oranges, figs, almonds, PFuncs, capr es, and dil, eſpecially | 
the oil of Provence, for which the diſtrict near Aix is pecu- 
liarly famous, are ſold throughout the interior parts of France, 


Swiſſerland, Germany, and of late carried even to Sweden, 
Denmark, and Muſcovy. For we muſt obſerve, that as 


trade brings in riches, and riches introduce luxury ; fo theſe 


Southern provinces, abounding in ſo many products of luxury, 
muſt encreaſe in their trade and riches, in proportion to the 
encreaſe of trade and riches in the Northern countries. We 
may add the profits they make from their raw filks, by means 
of their mulberry trees, and from the ſeveral manufactures of 
ſilk, ſoap, eſſences, earthen ware; and above all, from the 
different ſpecies of woollen cloths made at St. Pons, and Car- 
caſſonne in Languedoc, to be exported to the Levant by the 
Turky company eſtabliſhed at Marſeilles; It is from the 
great profits they return by theſe trades, that they chiefly make 
up their annual wealth, and ſupport their public revenues. 
This again points out the hazard and loſs theſe provinces 


may be liable to in time of war, by a proper deſtination of a 


ſuperior power at ſea to intercept that trade, on which their 
wealth and revenues do ſo much depend. | 
From theſe conſiderations let us now examine the various 
changes of their ſtate and condition during the continuance of 
the war abovementioned ; in which we ſhall diſcover the addi- 
tional taxes and impoſitions that were levied, and the great 
encreaſe of debts that was incurred, and to what real diſtreſs 
and miſery the inhabitants were reduced, as well from a want 

2 of 


it by this French appellation, 


| (4) 
of a foreign fupply of proviſions, as from the loſs of thoſe 
trades by which their extraordinary revenues as above were 
to be ſupported. 

But previous to my entering into this detail, it may not 
be improper to explain by what authority, and in what 
manner, theſe provincial revenues are raiſed—To which 
purpoſe it will be neceſſary to premife, that Provence and 
Languedoc, being Pays detat, are diſtinguiſhed by many 
privileges from thoſe other provinces that are ſtiled Pays 
election. For, firſt, they have the privilege of being 
exempted from the taille perſonelle, or tax on their perſonal 
eſtates, as they pay only the zaille reelle, or land tax. Secondly, 
They are allowed to raiſe this tax under the denomination of 
a don gratuit, or free gift to the King, including with it all the 
ſums wanted to ſerve their own provincial expences. Thirdly, 
They are permitted to pay a groſs ſum by way of compoſition 
for the free gift, without being accountable for the manner 
of raiſing it; And, fourthly, They enjoy the extraordinary 
liberty of collecting their ſeveral provincial duties by officers 
of their own appointment. Beſides theſe, Provence in 
particular claims the further privilege of being exempted. 
from providing the etapes, or neceſſary proviſions and furniture 
for the King's troops marching through, or being quartered 
in their province *, 

* The word etape, in the military fenſe, ſignifies the magazines which moſt 
of the provinces in France are obliged to ere, within certain diſtances, for 
furniſhing the King's troops with proviſions in their routs and marches ; but 


as we have no ſuch eſtabliſhment, nor any Engliſh word for it, I muſt beg 
leave, as often as I ſhall be obliged. to refer. to it hereafter, to mention 


Be 
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Be pleaſed to obſerve, that I am here to take notice of no 
other revenues but thoſe that are merely provincial, that is, 
ſuch as are paid into the treaſury of the province, and iſſued 
from thence, firſt to ſatisſy the don gratuit to the King, and 
afterwards their own particular expences; namely, the ſalaries 
to their governors, the charge of their militia, and of the 
marechauſer, the intereſt of their debts, and the repairs of 
their highways, &c. But as to the King's domarne, the ayds, 
gabelles, and all other farmed duties, which are impoſed on 
the ſale, tranſport, or conſumption. of the vendible commo- 
dities; theſe being common to all, are not to be ſet down as 
burthens peculiar to any one province, though burthens in- 
deed they are upon the people in general, and levied with 
equal ſeverity in every part of the kingdom. 

From hence it appears, that the revenues in every pro- 
vince of France are applicable to anſwer, firſt the national 
expence, and next the demands that are made to ſupport the 
particular exigency of that province : accordingly, the impo- 
fitions on each are augmented in proportion to the greatneſs 
. and variety of their ſeveral demands. In order therefore to 
form a calculation of the whole revenues of France, we muſt 
take into our account, not only what comes into the King's 
_ coffers, but the overplus ſums that are raiſed. to ſupport the 
private exigency of each province; and conſequently to give 
an account of the national debt of France, we muſt not only 
take in the eſtimate of what is owing by the King, but alſo 
what debts are owing by each province, and: by every. town 
and community within that province. Theſe particulars, 
bowever minute, are e objects which muſt be taken into aur 
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view ; and then, by adding the national and provincial ex- 
pences, and debts together, we ſhall diſcover the accumulated 
burthens impoſed upon every inhabitant, and upon the king- 
dom in general. 

Theſe provincial impoſitions, of which I now confine myſelf 
to treat, are levied by the authority of the aſſembly of the 
States, conſiſting of the three orders, namely, the eccleſi- 
aſticks, the nobles, and the 7zers etat, or commonalty, The 
aſſembly of the ſtates both of Provence and Languedoc meet 
annually ; that of Provence in November at Lambeſc; and 
that of Languedoc in October at Montpelier. Each of theſe 
is held by the Kings commiſſion to their reſpective governor, 
or, in his abſence, to the intendant. The meeting is opened by 


reading the /ettres de cachet and patentes of the King, ſignify- 


ing the reaſons and neceſſity of his demanding the con- 
tinuance of the uſual don gratuit, which is immedi- 
ately and unanimouſly voted, in the politeſt terms of 
duty, zeal and loyalty. After which, the procureurs de 
pays, who are the general provincial agents, deliver in the 
accounts they have received from the conſuls of each com- 
munity, in which are ſtated the accounts of the laſt year, 
and what ſums are wanted for the next; including the 
charges for repairing the highways, the intereſt of their 
debts, the falaries of their officers, and other neceſſary and 
incidental expences ; all which being ſtated and added to the 
ſum demanded for the don gratuit, they vote the whole to be 
neceſſary, and then compute how much muſt he impoſed 
upon each community to amount to that ſum, of which they 
— make a repartition, to anſwer all the ſeveral pur- 

poſes; 
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poles ; and which impoſt, raiſed by this authority, is fre- 
quently varied, like the land-tax in England, according to 
the different exigencies of each year. 
The general aflembly, after having thus voted the Sum 
total to be raiſed, proportion the ſhare each community is 
to pay towards it; and the communities collect what is ſo 
impoſed by a rate on their contributary lands. In entring 
therefore into a particular deſcription of the manner in 
which theſe rates are collected, I muſt take notice, that Pro- 
vence, of which Aix is the capital; or, to ſpeak conſtitu- 
tionally, that the grneralitẽ of Aix is divided into 22 vigueries, 
or magiſtracies, like the diviſions of hundreds in the counties 
of England; each viguerie is again ſubdivided into ſeveral 
feus, a term derived from feodum, being the antient tenure of 
their lands, and fignifying the value and not the extent of 
their different parcels. So alſo the province of Languedoc is 
firſt of all, on account of its extent, divided into two gene- 
ralites, diſtinguiſhed by the names of the Upper and Lower 
Languedoc: the Upper is divided into eleven dioceſſes; the 
Lower into twelve: and theſe again into communities; and 
the communities into lefler parcels of land, rated according to 
their annual value. | 
| Theſe contributary lands in Provence, as I mentioned be- 
fore, are called feus, the number of which in the whole 
amounts to 3032, and the extent and ſhare of each, at a cer- 
tain eſtimated rate, is fixed and regiſtered in a book, which 
is called the affouagement of the province: but although this 
method of taxation, at ſo much per feu, is fixed and deter- 
minate, yet the value of a feu is very uncertain, from the 
uncertainty 
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nncertainty there is of the yearly- income of the parcel of 
land that comes under that denomination ; which being a 
fictitious meaſure, differs in every community, like the real 
weights and meaſures throughout all France ; for this regiſtry 
having been made long ago by commiſſaries of their own ap- 
pointing, methods were then taken, not unknown to ſome 
counties in England, of eſtimating their lands at an under 
rate, and the tax was fixed only upon the value ſo regiſtered. 
However, I was informed by thoſe who had opportunities 
of knowing the annual income of certain diſtricts, that by 
' dividing the ſum total of that annual income by the number 
of feus it was charged with, each feu might be eſtimated to 
be equal to four thouſand five hundred livres per annum, or 
near 2001. a year: a tax therefore of five hundred and fifty 
livres, or 241. ſterling on ſuch an annual income, which 
was the uſual tax before 1744, would be ſomething more 
than two ſhillings in the pound land-tax in England, rated to 
the full, But having obſerved above, that theſe eſtates are 
regiſtered under their value, we may ſuppoſe ſuch a tax not 
to exceed one ſhilling in the pound out of their real value. 
But in Languedoc, where the lands are not rated by any 
antient regiſtered value, the proportion that each parcel is to 
pay is annually fettled by commiſſaries appointed ex parte on 
the behalf of the King, and on behalf of the communities, 
who hold their affietes, or ſittings, for one month after the 
general aſſembly is broke up, to make the recherche, or after- 
enquiry into the advanced rents and profits of the lands in 
each diſtrict, and to raiſe their tax accordingly. The tax 


thus proportioned, is ſettled by what is called the compory, or 
cadaſtre, 


(9g) 


cedafire, which is the nominal meaſure of the value of each 
parcel, the ſum totals of which being caſt up in every com- 
munity, by livres, ſols and deniers, is from thence called their 
alivrement, which the conſuls of each community account 
for to the magiſtrates of the dioceſs ; and theſe account for 
what is raiſed in their reſpective dioceſſes, to the treaſurer 
general of the province, by whom the value of each contribu- 
tary land, and the rate it pays, is each year regiſtered in a 
book called the terrier of the province. This method of an- 
nually raiſing the taxes on their lands, to the annual encreaſe 
of their profits, is. practiſed even with rigour in all the other 
generalites of France, that go under the denomination of the 
pays d elections. Strange policy! tending to diſcourage all 
induſtry ; to prevent all improvements; and even to leſſen 
the revenues which it pretends to encreaſe. Laſtly, from 
hence we ſhall find, that as the comporx, or valuation of their 
eſtates, are ſo often varied, few can tell what proportion each 
annually pays to the total ſum impoſed ; nor do the ſtates ever 
publiſh their debates or reſolutions on the impoſitions they 
think proper to raiſe; ſo that a ſtranger muſt depend on hear- 
ſays, or manuſcript accounts, formed on conjectures ſo vague 
and ſo different from one another,' that we cannot venture. to 
depend on any; and what I ſhall preſume to offer, will be 
ſuch only as appear to be the leaſt exaggerated. 

Whilſt with regard to Provence, we go upon more ſure 
ground, inaſmuch as the aſſembly of the ſtates publiſh every 
year what is entitled the cayer of their deliberations, being 
the minutes of their debates and reſolutions, with a more 
ample and circumſtantial detail than what are printed of our 

B parliamentary 
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parliamentary proceedings in the votes of the houſe of com- 
mons. Theſe cayers I have now before me for the ſeveral 
periods of years I propoſe to examine; which I can fafely 1 
refer to as my vouchers, being aſſured that every account of 4 
ſuch a diſtant country will be the more ſatisfactory, when ; 
thus authenticated by its own original records. 

And now without any farther explanations, fearing I have 
| been too tedious in what I have already attempted, I ſhall 
vi C proceed to examine what has been the actual amount of 
[ : theſe revenues; what differences have happened as to their 
| 


it encreaſe or decreaſe; and what has been the cauſe of that 
| difference during the periods of time propoſed in the begin- 
i ning of this diſcourſe; and accordingly ſhall begin with a 
relation of what were raiſed in the years from 1740 to 
2K 1744. 
|| At the aſſembly of the ſtates of Provence, held at Lambeſc in 
| November 1740, after the uſual time taken up in reading the 
orders for hearing maſs; taking the oaths ; and receiving 
the excuſes from thoſe who were abſent, &c. Mr. La Tour, 
firſt preſident and intendant, in the abſence of the duke de 
Villars, governor of the province, remitted the King's letters 
de cachet and patent, dated at Fontainbleau the 12th and 
16th of October preceding, fignifying his Majeſty's orders- 
for convoking the aſſembly, that it might provide for the- 
neceſſary affairs of the province,. and particularly for the im- 
poſition of the ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand livres, as the 
don gratuit, &c. which ſum, amounting to 30,62 51. ſterling, 
was thereupon unanimouſly granted ; and the aſſembly ha- 
ving at their ſubſequent Meetings examined the accounts of 
all 
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all the other neceſſary expences relating to their provinces. 
voted, That for the defraying the whole, the ſum of 550 li- 
vres ſhould be impoſed: on each eu, according to the repar- 
tition made thereof, the particulars of which it is unneceſſary 
here to ſet down. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that no farther 
proviſions or taxes were at that Time required, than what 
might ſatisfy the uſual and ordinary expences of the province; 
which impoſition of 550 livres per feu, levied on the 3032 
feus, the total number in the province, amounted to one 
million fix hundred ſixty ſeven thouſand four hundred li- 
vres, or 72,948 l. ſterling. 

At the aſſembly of the ſtates of Languedoc, held the ſame 
year at Montpelier in the month of October, I find the ſum 
of four millions fix hundred thouſand livres, equal to 201,2501. 
ſterling, ſet down as voted to anſwer the King's don 
gratuit, and all the other expences of their province. Should 
it be aſked how it comes to paſs that this province, which is 
little more than half as big as the other above mentioned, 
ſhould yet raiſe a revenue almoſt three times as high? It may 
be anſwered, that the difference doth not ariſe from their greatet 
proportion of provincial expences, but from its granting a 
larger ſum by way of don gratuit to the King. For as Pro- 
vence compounds. for that demand by the annual ſum of 
ſeven hundred thouſand livres, or 30,6251. ſterling, Lan- 
guedoc remits no leſs than three millions of livres, or 
131, 2 50 l. ſterling, as it includes under this article, ſome other 
compoſitions for duties to which it was antiently liable. And 
we are to obſerve, that both the provinces in raifing their 
don gratuit, are permitted to impoſe rather more under that 
| _ denomination 
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denomination than what is demanded by the King; and 
after accounting to his Majeſty for the nett ſum due by the 
compoſition, the overplus is reſerved, as well to pay the 
charges of collecting, as to make a fund for the diſcharge of 
other incidental expences. In this manner the uſual pro- 
vincial revenues, or county rates, were levied in theſe pro- 
vinces; which, in 1740 and 1741, refpeCtively each year, 
amounted to about the ſums here put down, namely, 


In Provence, I. — 
For the provincial ex- 5 

GN mm 967,400 42,323 15 
For the King's don f 700, ooo 30, 625 _ 00 

gratuit, aun 4 


1,067,400 72,948 15 


— — 


—— 


In Languedoc, Livres, Le 5. 
For the provincial ex- 1 ü 
2 1,600,000 70,000 oo 
For the King's don | 
gratuit, [ 3,000,000 131,250 ©0 


— 


— — ** 


4,600,000 201,250 oo 


1 


But in 1742, France, being engaged jointly with Spain in 
a war againſt the Queen of Hungary and the King of Sardinia, 
concerning the right to ſome territories in Italy, his moſt chri- 
ſtian Majeſty was obliged to demand the capitation and dix- 


jeme ; taxes which ought only to be levied in time of war; 


(13) 
and being raiſed ſolely by virtue of the King's edit, and the 
precept of the intendant, are never mentioned in the aſſembly 
of the ſtates. But yet both the provinces agree to ſatisfy 
theſe taxes to the King by a compoſition, - as they do the dor 
gratuit: Provence agreeing to pay 30, ooo l. and Languedoc 
about 40, ooo J. ſterling for each, being permitted to raiſe thoſe 
ſums by impoſitions of their own, together with an overplus 
to defray the expence of collecting. Add to theſe, the 
ſeveral other military impoſitions, which, as the war began 
to be carried on with vigour, were levied throughout the 
kingdom, to anſwer the additional expences; particularly by 
the march both of the French and Spaniſh troops through 
theſe provinces in their way to Italy. Of theſe expences how- 
ever they were able then to pay their ſhare, by the help of the 
ſupplies which accrued from the beneficial exportation of 
their luxurious products to the northern powers, and of their 
manufactures to the Levant, and other parts of Turky, as 
alſo to Martinique, St. Domingue, and the Weſtern iſlands ; 
their merchants and brokers gaining their millions of livres 
by a commerce and navigation, hitherto free and uninterrupted 
by the Engliſh navy. But unhappily for thoſe that were en- 
gaged in this commerce, and thoſe who had any dependance 
on it, war was proclaimed againſt England, by the inſtigation 
of another power, on the 14th of March 1744. 

Let us now examine what alterations theſe provinces ſuf- 
fered, from that period, till the preliminaries of the peace 
were ſigned at Aix la Chapelle in April 1748, 

This is the moſt intereſting period for us to examine, 
wherein we ſhall find what diſtreſs theſe Southern provinces 

| were 
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were reduced to, by being engaged in a war with England; 
having as much to loſe at ſea as at land, they felt the fad ef- 
fects in both parts: our taking their ſhips and cargoes oc- 
caſioned their firſt loſs : our cruiſing after others obſtructed 
future gain. Hence a decay of trade; a ſtop to manufac- 


| tures; and a want of money and credit. Want of money 


and credit decreaſed their revenues, and this of courſe re- 
duced their ſtrength: ſo that whilſt there was on the one 
hand a neceſſity of augmenting their expences, there appeared 
on the other a diminution of the fources from whence they 
were to be ſupplied. Such were the conſequences to which 
theſe provinces were reduced ſoon after the commencement of 
the war; and as their annual expences could not be ſup- 
plied by their annual revenues, rights were infringed, debts 
contracted, and diſputes created among themſelves, which 
laſted even longer than the war with their common enemies. 
Thus it appears, that in 1744, the firſt year after the 
war was proclaimed againſt England, the French King 
being then with his army in Germany, dated his letters from 
the head quarters of his camp, to the aſſembly of the ſtates 
of Provence, met as uſual the beginning of November 
wherein his Majeſty ſets forth, © that the tenderneſs he had 
for his ſubjects had oppoſed itſelf to his engaging in a war, 
* which might endanger their repoſe, their fortunes and their 
ce lives; but being obliged at length to enter into it, he was 
willing at leaſt to ſhare the weight of it with them. He bad 
<« been ſeen to march at the head of his troops, to brave the ſame 
* dangers, and undergo thoſe fatigues, to which he had near 
fallen a victim.” — This alludes to the King's illneſs at Metz, 
Fre | from 
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from which his Majeſty was juſt at that time recovered. 
The letter then proceeds in the uſual form, in the firſt place 
to demand the don gratuit, &c. which the aſſembly granted, 
with profeſſions of their conſulting only their zeal for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, without attending to the burthens with which 
their country was overcharged. But at their meetings after- 
wards, when the intendant read to them his Majeſty's farther 
inſtructions, not only for providing the accuſtomed payments 
for the repairs of their fortifications, highways, and bridges, 
and the expences of their militia; but that it was alſo ex- 
pected, © they ſhould make ſome extraordinary proviſions for 
« the expences that had accrued in their province on account 
« of wood, and ſtraw, and firing, for the encampment of the 
„ troops during their march into Italy.” The aſſembly at once 
came to a reſolution, that the amount of that expence was 
not to be provided by the province, but only to be liquidated 
and ſtated, in order to make a demand on his Majeſty to re- 
imburſe all that the ſeveral communities had or ſhould furniſh: 
on account of the army, agreeably to the antient practice of 
other years, as therein recited :. for it may be remembred, 
I have already mentioned the privilege this province claims. 
of being exempted from providing the etapes for the King's 
troops marching through or quartered within any of it's com- 
munities. This privilege, although confirmed by an ediq 
in the month of March 1661, had indeed been infringed in 
the year 1719; but by an arret of council, dated the 28th 
of March in the ſame year, they were allowed to redeem it 
again on the payment of one hundred and fifty thouſand livres, 
or 65611, a year in time of peace; and two hundred thouſand 
EY livres, 


6160 
livres, or, 87 50 l. a year in time of war. Therefore, to 
anſwer this compoſition, and ſome other extraordinary ex- 
pences, on account of the militia, and the repairs of highways, 
Sc. they were obliged to raiſe their provincial impoſitions 
ſrom 550 to 725 livres per feu, which produced two millions 
one hundred ninety eight thouſand two hundred livres, or 


96,1701. ſterling, for the year, which in the preceding years 
I have ſhewn were ſatisfied by the ſum of 72, 948 1. the dif- 


ference therefore was an additional county rate on this pro- 


vince; whilſt at the ſame time the communities were obli- 
ged, contrary to the privilege of an exemption which they 
claimed, to maintain the King's troops by extraordinary ſums, 
which they could no other ways raiſe, than by borrowing on 
their own ſecurity; which extraordinary expences not being 
provided for by any annual revenue, remained, as we ſhall 
ſee hereafter, to be encreaſed from year to year, till they be- 
came a debt too great for either the communities or the pro- 

vince to pay. | | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that the eſtates in Languedoc were 
charged in propertion with an equal encreaſe of provincial ex- 
pences, as they were not ſo near the ſeat of war; nor was 
there the like number of troops marching through their terri- 
tories ; and ſuch as did, being chiefly Spaniſh, paid dearly 
for all their forage and proviſions ; beſides they had no right 
infringed thereby, having no privilege to be exempt from 
the e/ape, though, by ſeveral edicts paſſed in their favour, they 
are only to furniſh a certain limited quantity of proviſions. 
But then, they were equally diſtreſſed by the interruption of 
trade, 


WT 


(97) 

trade, particularly of the Levant trade, on' which the ſub- 
ſiſtance of ſo many of their people in the cloth manufactures 
moſtly depended. Add to this, the ſtop that- was put to the 
exportation of their wines, oils, and other products, at the 
port of Cette. 3 

It is obvious from hence, how greatly a maritime power 
muſt be affected, by being engaged in a war with a ſuperior 
maritime power. Los of trade, and diminution of revenues, 
I have already mentioned as the general conſequences; to 
which we muſt now add the more particular diſtreſs theſe 
Southern provinces ſuffered, from their peculiar ſituation and 
circumſtances, Concerning this, it will be moſt materjal for 
us to enquire into the ſtate of Provence, as it contains the two 
chief maritime ports in thoſe parts; that of Marſeilles, noted 
for its commerce; and the other of Toulon, renowned for its 
naval ſtrength ; and as this province itſelf was moſt affected 
and annoyed: by the Engliſh fleet ſtationed on its coaſts. 
Which reduced the inhabitants in a few years to ſuch an ex- 
tremity of diſtreſs, not only from the loſs of trade, but from 
the want of corn, and the dread of a famine, as to oblige them 
to ſue to the King for that redreſs, which could no otherwiſe be 
procured than by his ſpeedily agreeing to the concluſion of a 
peace. All which we ſhall preſently ſee manifeſted by their 
own memorials and repreſentations, from whoſe original 
vouchers the following narrative is chiefly compiled. 

I have already taken notice of the dependency of theſe peo- 
ple upon a foreign ſupply for moſt of the neceſſaries of life. 
This ſupply we may imagine, after the year 1744, when the 
war was become univerſal, was greatly interrupted by land, 
C and 
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and almoſt totally prevented by ſea; for the Engliſh fleet had 
now ſpread itſelf, and, as their people expreſſed it, covered the 
Mediterranean : the allied army on that fide, encouraged by 
our aſſiſtance, exerted their force, and inſtead of being on the 
defenſive, to ſecure their own dominions in Italy, proceeded 
into this province, and threatened to beſiege Toulon. This, 
it is well known, occaſioned an extraordinary march of great 
numbers of French troops from other parts, who paſſing 
through the country, made a vaſt conſumption of every kind 
of proviſions. Vaſt demands muſt cauſe a ſcarcity ; ſcarcity 
muſt encreaſe the price of living; and dearneſs of living will 


always be attended with complaints from the inhabitants. 


When individuals ſuffer, the public becomes intereſted to re- 
lieve them; or the whole community will grow deſperate, 
Applications therefore being made to the government, the go- 
vernment was obliged to interpoſe. And ſince theſe difficulties 
had no ſmall influence on the public meaſures, I ſhall take 
the liberty of being more explicit in my account of the various 
cauſes from whence they proceeded. 

The firſt grievance, and which is generally felt the firſt, 
aroſe from the ſcarcity and dearneſs of proviſions. To prevent 
this as far as poſſible, it is cuſtomary in almoſt all the great 
cities, and communities in France, to let out the fale of 
meat and flour to undertakers, who, on paying a certain an- 
nual ſum, are to have the exclufive privilege of ſelling theſe 
proviſions, for a term of years, on condition that they pro- 
vide a ſufficient quantity, and deliver them at a certain price, 
which is fixed as low as it can be ſuppoſed to be afforded, ac- 


cording to the apparent plenty. Thus for example, the com- 
munity 
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munity of Marſeilles in 1740, leaſed out their butchery to 
undertakers for the term of fix years, upon condition that 
they ſhould provide and {ell a ſufficient quantity of meat at the 
rate of 3 ſols a pound for beef and 4 ſols a pound for mutton. 
Theſe conditions were performed with ſome profits to the fer- 
miers for the firſt year or two of their leaſe: but the unexpec- 
ted continuance of the war, began by degrees to deprive them 
of their former gains, and afterwards to occaſion a conſiderable 
lots: for the Spaniſh troops marching through Languedoc, 
and the French through Dauphiny, in their way to this pro- 
vince, previouſly conſumed the proviſions, which were uſu- 
ally bought up in thoſe places to ſupply this part; in conſe- 
quence of which, the price of ſheep and cattle roſe ſo much, 
that the meat, which might ſometime before be bought at 
three ſols pcr pound, now ſtood them in ſeven or eight ſols 
per pound: yet they were obliged to abide by their original 
contract; inſomuch that upon caſting up their accounts at the 
latter end of the year 1744, ſome months after the com- 
mencement of the war with England, they proved, by a 
memorial offered to the conſuls of the city, that their loſs 
amounted to no leſs than two hundred twenty ſeven thouſand 
livres, or 9,931 l. ſterliug, beſides the ſinking of all their for- 
mer gains; and therefore humbly prayed to be indemnified 
for the paſt, and to have their contract vacated for the future. 
Receiving no ſatisfactory anſwer from this quarter, they 
thought they had ſome equitable pretenſions of applying to 
the miniſtry above, upon the ſuggeſtion that their loſs was 
chiefly occaſioned by the extraordinary quantity of proviſions 
demanded for his Majeſty's troops: their petition here was 
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in part granted by vacating their term, and allowing them 
a reimburſement of two hundred thouſand livres, or 8,750 l. 
ſterling, which the community of Marſeilles was ordered to 
raiſe and pay; it being the method in France, to eaſe one ſub- 
ject by laying a load on another; and the equity of this ordi- 
nance was juſtified, on behalf of the King, by alledging, that 
the troops being ſent to protect their community, it was but 
reaſonable they ſhould repair the private loſſes ſuſtained by 
particulars ; eſpecially ſince the loſs of theſe contractors, was 
occaſioned by ſelling proviſions at an under rate, of which 
they who were the buyers had hitherto received the benefit. 
However, to make ſome amends, a new leaſe was con- 
ſtituted and granted to the magiſtracy of Marſeilles, who, in 
the name of their conſuls, had the ſole privilege of felling the 
meat at one fol per pound advance, over the real price it 
ſhould coſt them. This grant produced to the town, com- 
munibus annis, about three hundred and twenty thouſand 
livres, or 13,9901. ſterling ; but the individual inhabitants at 
the ſame time ſuffered in their private expences, by being 
obliged to pay one fol per pound for their meat, over and 
above the market price in other places of their neighbour- 
hood. | ; 
The fermiers at Marſeilles having ſucceeded fo well, many 
who were under the like contract with other communities, 
and had ſuffered in the ſame manner, made their applications 
alſo to have their contracts vacated, or ſome indemnification 
for their loſs; but as this muſt have been attended with dear- 
neſs of proviſions in the very places through which the French 
and Spaniſh troops were to march to and from Italy, their 
| petitions 
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petitions were rejected. The undertakers, when they firſt con- 
tracted were rich and able, and it was thought better policy, 
that they ſhould ſuffer a loſs, than that the marching. regi- 
ments, as well as the inhabitants, ſhould feel the want: this 
laſted but a little while, for when the undertakers broke, their 
contracts were vacated of courſe. | 

I have been particular in mentioning theſe eee 
that we might hence form a notion of their diſtreſs with re- 
gard to the dearneſs of proviſions of every kind; but their diſ- 
treſs ariſing from the want of corn, as it was moſt univerſal, 
and had like to have proved the moſt fatal, demands a yet 
more ample deſcription. On this article we know depends 
the ſupply of bread, juſtly eſteemed the firſt and moſt neceſ- 
fary article of life; and yet Provence produces in a whole year 
no more corn than what will ſuffice to ſupport the inhabitants 
for three months. The better therefore to facilitate a foreign 
ſupply, the African company; eſtabliſhed at Marſeilles, has a 
grant of the excluſive privilege of importing corn from the 
coaſt of Barbary, upon condition of never having leſs than 
20,000 charges, which is about 12,000 quarters Engliſh 
meaſure, of wheat at a time, in their public magazine. To 
fulfil this obligation, the company has ſeveral ſettlements on 
the oppoſite coaſt of Barbary, where they buy corn from time 
to time, and tranſport it as it is wanted to their general 
magazine; from whence it is delivered to all the adjacent 
parts, not without conſiderable gain to themſelves. 

Being therefore thus dependent on a foreign ſupply, it may 
eaſily be imagined how greatly they were diſtreſſed by a war 
with a N power at ſea, capable of intercepting that ſup- 


ply. 
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ply. And to demonſtrate at once how ſenſible they were 
of their dependence on us for this proviſion, I was told that 
en the very day war was proclaimed at Marſeilles againſt 
England, the price of corn roſe fix livres in the charge, which 
is near equal to 10s. a quarter in England. The price there- 
fore of corn being at that time 20 livres a charge, roſe at once 


to 26, and ſoon after to 3o, and fo on, till it advanced to 46 


livres a charge, which is about 41. a quarter, or 201. ſterling 
a load. Nor need we be ſurpriſed at this dearneſs, fince none 
could be brought from Sicily or Naples but by ſtealth in Tar- 
tanes or coaſting Feluccas; nor was the African company 
able to repleniſh their magazines, according to the terms on 
which their privilege was granted, ſince our fleet was ſo ſta- 
tioned, as to cut off the direct communication to their ſettle- 
ments on the oppoſite coaſts of Barbary. 

This circumſtance deſerves ſome attention, and I ſhall take 
occaſion hereafter to offer ſome propoſals upon it. 

It being ſo difficult to procure corn from abroad, thoſe who 
had it at home were anxious in hoarding it up; fo that little 
being brought to market, a famine was dreaded even before 
there was any real hazard of it. This obliged the conſuls of 
the ſeveral communities to apply to the provincial agents ; and 
the provincial agents, to the intendant, to take timely mea- 
ſures for preventing ſo great an evil. Whereupon it was de- 
termined, that public magazines of corn ſhould be erected in 
different parts, to be furniſhed at the expeuce of the provin- 
cial cheſt, in order to be ſold out again and diſtributed among 
the inhabitants. But if there was a difficulty in procuring 


corn, there was yet a greater in finding money to pay for it. 
| Applications 
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Applications therefore were made to the miniſtry for ſame in- 
dulgence to ſuch as ſhould be willing to lend their money to 
the provincial communities for the purchaſe of ſo peceflary a 
proviſion. Aecordingly letters patent were iſſued, allowing an 
exemption from the dixieme upon all intereſt of money, that 
ſhould be lent to any community for the purchaſe of corn. 
Obſerve that the dixieme is a tax of about two per cent, upon 
the intereſt of every perſonal eſtate. Beſides this, the King 
was further pleaſed, by his edict, to grant the aſſembly of the 
ſtates a liberty of retaining annually a certain ſum out of his 
don gratuit, to be employed, one half in paying the intereſt 
of any ſums they ſhould borrow, and the other half to remain 
as a ſinking fund towards the diſcharge of the principal. Upon 
this ſecurity, and the douceur of high intereſt, with an ex- 
emption from the dixieme, the communities were enabled to 
borrow ſeveral ſums, and thereby repleniſhed their magazines 
with corn, partly from their own produce, and partly by the 
aſſiſtance of our good allies the Dutch, from Naples and Si- 
cily; a premium being given on every meaſure of wheat, or 
other grain, imported by any neutral veſſel. 

But theſe demands for corn being the greateſt, when it 
was molt difficult to be procured ; it naturally followed, that 
it was purchaſed at a high and extravagant rate; and yet the 
magiſtrates were inſtructed to deliver it out again at ſuch a 
moderate price, as might ſerve to keep up the ſpirits of the 
people, by making them believe they had plenty in ſtore. 
For the government of theſe provinces was at this time 
wholly ſupported by artifice. No corn was to be furniſhed 
out of their magazines, but by an order of their magiſtrates ; 
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no ſuch orders could be obtained without a certificate of the 
want of it; and when they were obtained, their validity or 
formality were ſure to be queſtioned by the officers at the 
magazines ; ſo that the people were generally contented to take 
about half the quantity they came for. In the mean time, 
borrowing upon intereſt was adding a burthen upon the com- 
munities; to have that intereſt exempted from the dr7xieme 
was a diminution to the King's revenue ; and to buy dear and 
ſell cheap was a dead loſs upon the province. All this while 
the immenſe conſumption that was made by the army and its 
numerous ſuite, both drained their magazines and emptied 
their treaſure ; for inſtead of employing the money the corn 
was fold for in a circle towards repurchaſing more, it was 
from time to time drilled away to ſatisfy other demands that 
were occaſioned by the war. Add to this the ſeverer methods 
taken by our fleet to prevent the Dutch from ſupplying them 
any more; and the two bad harveſts that happened in the 
years 1746 and 1747. | 

This was the more ſevere after the damages they had re- 
ceived by the forage demanded both by the French and Spaniſh 
troops. They ſuffered greatly by their own in the year 1745, 
but yet infinitely more from the contributions levied by the 
enemy's troops in 1746. It is well remembred, that in the 
month of November in that ſame year, the allied army under 
Count Brown, having paſied the Var, was advanced upon the 
frontiers of Provence, and there continued until the month of 
February next enſuing ; during which time we may conceive 
what loſſes were created by the exactions of money; pillaging 
of houſes; cutting down olive trees and vineyards; and all 


the 
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the other ravages uſually committed by a plundering army. 
And whilſt the allied army thus invaded them on one fide, 
and their own troops were marching to oppoſe it on the other, 
the Engliſh fleet was cruiſing all along the coaſts to hinder 
any ſupplies by ſea; ſo that what with contributions levied by 
the troops of the enemy, and the ſubſiſtence demanded by 

their own, the native inhabitants ſeemed to be left to ſtarve 
between both. | 

This want of a foreign ſupply obliged the King to erect a 
military magazine of corn near Arles, for the ſole uſe of the 
army, which was ſupplied from the inland parts of the king- 
dom, at a vaſt expence of carriage. But the magiſtrates, find- 
ing they could not much longer conceal the ſcarcity of theirs, 
made preſſing applications to have a ſupply out of the maga- 
zine deſigned for the troops. They repreſented to the mini- 
ſter of war, that, without this aſſiſtance, the people would 
ſtarve. The King's commiſſaries, on the other hand, repre- 
ſented, that if ſuch aſſiſtance was granted to the people, the 
troops would ſtarve. This was a terrible dilemma for a King 
to be driven to; but he cleared himſelf of it, by ordering his 
miniſters, juſt at that criſis of time, to ſign the preliminaries of 
peace, which were accordingly ſigned at Aix la Chapelle on 
the 3oth of April 1748. 

We are now laſtly to confider in what condition theſe pro- 
vinces were left, upon the reſtoration of peace, and what mea- 
ſures were taken in conſequence of it. 

From what has been related, it may be imagined, that the 
news of peace was extremely welcome in theſe parts. I was 
aſſured by ſeveral people of different ranks of life, that, had it 
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been poſtponed a month longer, there would have been a 
danger of an inſurrection in all their maritime provinces. Let 
us now ſee what meaſures were taken as well to repair their 
loſſes, as to redreſs their grievances. 

If we would now compare the ſtate of theſe provinces im- 
mediately after the war, to what they were immediately before, 
we may firſt judge of the difference by the different prices of the 


11 neceſſary proviſions: the particulars of which I have put in 
j 4 oppoſite columns, that they may be ſeen together in one view. 
| * Price of proviſſons before Price of proviſions after 
1 | the war. | the war. 
| 0 liv. fol. | hiv. fol. 
14 Wheat per * charge - 22 oo Wheat ditto = - 42 o 
14 Rye per charge - - 13, 00 Rye ditto - - - 25 o 
14 Oats per load — 14 oo Oats ditto - - - 22 oo 
4 Hay per quintal - - 1 16 Hay ditto - - = 3 15 
. ; Bread per pound - - 00 2 Bread ditto - - - 00 5 
4 Mutton per pound - 00 4 Mutton ditto - - - 00 9 
ay Beef per pound - 00 3 Beef ditto - - - O0 8 


However, the diſtreſs on this account, though it was the 
moſt extream, was the ſooneſt relieved ; and it is to be hoped 
not without ſome conſiderable advantage on our fide, by the 
ſupply of our corn exported at different times from ſeveral 
parts of England. Here permit me to remark, that finiſhing 
the war by thus diſtreſſing the enemy, procured a double ad- 


* A Charge Marſeilles mcaſure is near equal to four buſhels and a half of 


Engliſh meaſure at Bear-key, ſo that two Charges are equal to one quarter and one 
buſhel. 
vantage 
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vantage to our own country ; firſt, as we cauſed the diſtreſs 
and next, as we relieved it ; being happily enabled to ſupply 
the want upon the concluſion of the PEACE, which we our- * 
ſelves had occaſioned during the war. 

As I was frequently at Marſeilles ſoon after the time that 
the Engliſh Ships, laden with Engliſh corn, were permitted, 
in purſuance of the preliminary articles of the peace, to enter 
that port, I had an opportunity of obſerving the advantages 
we then made, and may make again, by the exportation of 
of our corn at fo critical a juncture. For I found the high 
price of wheat was kept up many months after the war was 

| over, occaſioned by the extraordinary demands equally ſubſiſt- 
ing even on account of the peace. For now there was a re- 
call of the troops from Italy to march home and be diſbanded, 
Regiments accordingly were paſſing ſucceſſively through Pro- 
vence, during all the ſummer, and great part of the ſucceeding 
winter. I ſometimes.ſaw three battalions entering at one gate 
at Aix, whilſt the like number was going out at another. The 
public bureau alſo being fixed here for the military eſtabliſh- 
ment, made up as it were another army of civil officers, con- 
fiſting of contractors, victuallers, clerks, commiſſaries, agents, 
'&c. with numbers of horſes, mules, and attendants, to con- 
duct the equipages. All theſe, it may be imagined, occa- 
ſioned ſuch a conſumption of proviſions, as naturally aug- 
mented the price. | 

But the price of corn was yet again artificially raiſed by com- 
binations amongſt the dealers, A circumſtance, which in the 
ſale of ſo neceſſary a proviſion of life, deſerves the ſevereſt 
animadverſion. For whether the merchants abroad take the 
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adventure upon themſelves, and the cornfactors in England 
buy only by commiſſion ; or whether our cornfactors are chief- 
ty concerned in the cargoes, and the merchants at the foreign 
port ſell by commiſſion, the trade being earried on by both 
theſe methods, yet the farmer in England, and the conſumer 
abroad, are either way made the dupes of theſe intermediate 
dealers; a people ever dextrous in turning a public calamity 
to their own private advantage. And ſo it was that the mer- 
chants at Marſeilles, upon the firſt foreign ſupply of corn, 
were as flow in delivering, as others were haſty in demanding 
it. This firſt ſupply indeed came in by little at a time in ſmall 
veſſels from Naples, Sicily, Barbary, and ſeveral parts of the 
Archipelago; to which we may add the cargoes of ſome 
Dutch ſhips, who being in the Mediterranean when the news. 
of peace arrived, immediately made a trip to the Levant, and 
brought back a moſt timely and profitable freight. But it may 
feem amazing, that during the firſt three months after the 
war, not above two Engliſh ſhips appeared in this harbour, 
who coming in about the latter end of July, diſpoſed of their 
Fading at a moſt immenſe profit. This delay in not being diſ- 
patched ſooner, might poſſibly be owing to the common arti- 
fice of the Engliſh factors, who combining together, were as 
flow in buying, in order to keep down the price in this country, 
as their agents at Marſeilles were flow in ſelling, in order to 
keep it up in thoſe parts. So that no corn from England, ex- 
cept the above, was brought to that market until the firſt. 
week in November 1748, when about ſeven Engliſh veſſels 
came dropping in one after another. About the middle of the 
ſame month, the number was encreaſed to twelve; and at the- 
latter: 


. 
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latter end I counted twenty. But it happened that many other 
of our corn- veſſels, after being ready to fail from our own 
ports, were retarded by contrary winds during the latter part 
of the winter ; and the frequent ſtorms that happened in that 
ſeaſon, gave riſe to many falſe alarms, at theſe foreign ports, 
of ſhips being loſt, and quantities of corn ſunk and deſtroyed in 
the Engliſh channel, Stories calculated on purpoſe to aug- 
ment the price at their own market. Inſomuch that the car- 
goes which were arrived as above, having been bought in 
England at 28s. per quarter, and by the benefit of the pre- 
mium exported at 23 8. per quarter, fold at Marſeilles at 46 
livres per charge. Judge then, by the difference of the mea- 
ſure, and price together, what an immenſe profit was made. 

I would not be ſuppoſed from hence to inſinuate, that we 
ought ever to deviate from that moſt beneficial policy of grant- 
ing a bounty upon the exportation of our corn ; for althougth 
in ſome inſtances, as in this I have juſt mentioned, the profits 
by the ſale abroad were fo great as might call for its exportation 
even without the aid of the bounty ; yet as foreign merchants 
chooſe to make the moſt of a commodity, they certainly will 
buy where it is cheapeſt, as well as ſell were it is deareſt ; 
conſequently therefore, if we do not, reduce our price upon ex- 
portation to as low a rate as it is ſold for elſewhere, our rival 
neighbours will obtain the preference in the demand. 

Theſe demands in France were yet the more encreaſed 
from the additional want and diſtreſs of their interior as well 
as of their maritime provinces; and accordingly it became 
neceſſary: to apply for a licenſe to tranſmit corn to the diſtricts 


next adjoining. For be it known, that all traffick in corn is: 
| declared 
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declared countreband in every part of the French territories ; 
nor can it be tranſmitted from one province to another without 
a permittion from the council of ſtate. This permiſſion being 
therefore now applied for and obtained, opened the drain to 
pour in a larger quantity of that much wanted neceſſary pro- 
viſion into their inland parts; to ſapply which, numbers of 
our ſhips arrived at this port early in the ſpring of 1749, al- 
moſt all together, as they had ſet out together upen the 
change of the wind, ſoon after the winter. At which time, 
the appearance of ſo many cargoes in this one port, though 
deſtined for other provinces, lowered the price to the ad- 
vantage of the buyers. Dilatory methods indeed were at- 
tempted by ſome of their merchants, who wanted to poſtpone | 
the landing of what was conſigned to them, the harbour being 
ſull and warehouſe-room dear: but the maſters of the ſhips 
being obliged by charter partie to be at a fixed time at other 
ports to take in their return freights, inſiſted on an immedi- 
ate diſcharge, or elſe entered their proteſts, and became in- 
titled to demurrage; fo that ſuch of the Marſeilles dealers as 
refuſed to ſell at the then price, converted their very baſ/tides, 
as they call their country-houſes, into granaries, to lye by till 
the firſt hurry was over, being aſſured that the market would 
riſe again upon the vaſt demands they yet expected from the 
interior parts of the kingdom. 5 

Here we may take a more extenſive view of the conſequences 
of that war, which reached farther than the limits of theſe 
provinces, to which I have hitherto confined myſelf. This 
may be plainly proved from the number of veſſels and quantity 
of corn entered at the port of Marſeilles, from the time that 
the 
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the importation was free to the period I am now ſpeaking of. 
I ſaw, for example, 80 Engliſh corn-ſhips in that harbour on 
the 25th of March 1749; and I was informed that 5o more 
had been diſcharged and failed away before that time; ſo that 
from the 1ſt of November 1748, to that day, there had been 
130 Engliſh ſhips with Engliſh corn conſigned to this port; 
moſt of theſe were from 200 to 300, and many of 400 tons 
burthen. As five quarters of corn make a ton, I heard it 
computed by ſeveral maſters of theſe veſſels, that one ſhip - 
with another brought in a loading of more than 1 500 quar- 
ters: 130 ſhips bringing each upon a medium 1 500 quarters, 
will make the quantity imported from England 195,000 quar- 
ters: and I have fince been informed, that in fact, from the 
1ſt of November 1748, to the latter end of November 1749, 
both incluſive, 380, ooo charges, or 217,000 quarters of 
wheat were imported from Great Britain, and 260,000 
charges, or 148,700 quarters from Holland, Naples, Sicily, 
and the Levant, which makes the whole brought into this 
port the firſt year after the war, to amount to 640,000 
charges, or 365,700 quarters. Now the community of Mar- 
ſeilles, in which is included all the territory about it for ſeveral 
leagues, conſumes, as appears by the amount of the exciſe on 
flour, not more than 500 charges in a day, which is equal to 
290 quarters Englifh' meaſure. Such a daily - conſumption 
will only exhauſt 105,850 quarters in a year, which being 
deducted from the quantity imported as above, there muſt 
remain 259,850 quarters for the ſupply of the other adjacent 
provinces ; and even more, - ſuppoſing that this community 
was in ſome meaſure ſubſiſted by the produce of its own 
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harveſt. How extenſive then muft be their want, and how 
happy for us that we were able ſo ſoon to ſupply it. 

However, althongh the diſtreſs of this province, ariſing from 
ſuch a want of corn, was ſo ſoon relieved, yet the debts it had 
incurred, by borrowing money- to purchaſe it, and the da- 
mages ſuſtained by the French and Spaniſh troops, could not 
be ſo haſtily repaired. From hence they complain, not only 
of a heavy load of debts, but of an infringement of their pri- 
vileges, of which, as pays detat, they are ever jealous ; and 
Concerning which they made the loudeſt remonſtrances : but 
the King ſending an extraordinary number of troops in great 
haſte to protect this ide of his dominions, had no time to 
liſten to remonſtrances about rights and privileges. Proviſions 
and quarters were ordercd to be immediately found, and the 
recompence poſtponed to a future conſideration. To this pur- 
poſe the public bureau for the army was eſtabliſhed at Aix, 
which was therefore the general rendezvous of all the tribe of 
commiſlaries, contractors, clerks and victuallers: from thence 
accordingly were iſſued out the orders to the ſeveral commu- 
nities to provide the neceſſary etapes and utenſils, The ex- 
pence of which, in the ſpace of four years, commencing in 
1744, and ending in 1747, amounted to upwards of eight 
millions of livres, or 3 50, ooo 1. and we may add upwards of 
one million more, or 43,7501. as we ſhall ſee particularly 
ſtated by and by, for the charges of hay and corn demanded 
by the cavalry, and for the hire of mules and carriages that 
were preſſed into the ſervice to tranſport the ammunition and 
artillery belonging to the army. Moreover, in the year 1744, 


great number of theſe mules periſhed through the want of 
| provender 
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provender ; and the reſt, together with the carriages, were taken 
at the ſiege of Coni : the loſs of all which is brought to the 
public account, the King having engaged to pay after the rate 
of one hundred and twenty livres, which is about 51. 58. for 
every mule that a taken or killed n an whilſt 
in his ſervice. - 4 5 

We may imagine, at the ſame time, that ſuch a \coneerirſs 
of men and horſes, paſſing over the high roads and public 
bridges, muſt occaſion the want of frequent reparations.” The 
expence of theſe repairs in Provence for four years only, be- 
ginning at 1744, and ending in 1747 incluſive, amounted to 
four hundred forty nine thouſand one hundred and thirty four 
livres, or 19,047 l. 

But beſides repairing the roads, theſe provinces had an ad- 
ditional charge impoſed upon them of repairing their fortifi- 
cations, eſpecially on their frontiers. For it is uſual, when 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty undertakes theſe public works, for 
the defence of any particular place, that he intimates to thoſe 
who have their lands and poſſeſſions near it, that as it is for 
their ſecurity the work is undertaken, he expects that they 
ſhould chiefly defray the expence of it. Beſides "theſe, they 
were ſubject to all the other ordinary expences of maintaining 
their milice and the marechauſſee, of paying ſalaries to their 
officers, of making good paſt a and other incidental 
charges. 

If now we were to enter into a particular eſtimate of all the 
expences, loſſes and damages theſe maritime provinces incur- 
red by the war, we ſhould find them deplorably weakened 
and reduced from their former ſtate. I have heard the debts. 
E in 
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in Languedoc calculated at a very high rate ; but as I have no 
proper vouchers, I ſhall forbear to mention any particulars. 
Provence ſuffered much more, as it was the great paſſage 
both of the French and Spaniſh troops, and had been itſelf 
invaded by the enemy, and as it was put to more extraordinary 
expences in repairing its fortifications ; thoſe of Toulon only. 
in 1747 coſt the provincial treaſure one hundred and twelve 
thouſand livres, or 49001. I cannot preſume to deſcribe all 
theſe calamities in ſo juſt and ample a manner as they are ſet 
forth in ſeveral memorials offered from time to time to the 
French miniſtry, It was at laſt thought neceſſary to collect 
the ſubſtance of theſe into one report, which the provincial 
agents had drawn up, in order to be laid before the next en- 
ſuing meeting of the ſtates in November 1748, after the 
peace was declared; in which report, all the particulars of 
their former grievances are recapitulated, with an eſtimate 
of the debts that were incurred thereby. The reſolutions that 
were taken upon this by the general aſſembly, and the new 
| impoſitions that were levied in purſuance of thoſe reſolutions, 
will beſt point out the ſtate of their debts and revenues at 
this period. Accordingly, having procured the minutes of 
all the proceedings at this aſſembly, I have here ſubjoined, 
by way of appendix, an abſtract of ſuch as relate to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe; and muſt beg leave more particularly to refer to 
the report abovementioned, as it contains a circumſtantial de- 
tail of the moſt important tranſactions, and affords us a ſure 
and authentick proof, taken out of their own records, of the 
ſtate and condition of this province upon the concluſion of the 
war, and how much it was weakened and reduced from 

Its 
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its former ſtate before the commencement of it: from hence, 
therefore, we may compare the difference, and from hence 
diſcover the cauſe of that difference. 

To this purpoſe, the firſt object I am to point out, is the 
encreaſe of the provincial tax, which, in 1740, before tlie 
war was declared againſt England, was fetfled at 5 50 Hvres 
per feu; in 1744, the year in which war was declared, it 
roſe to 72 5 livres per feu, and now in 1748, upon the con- 
cluſion of the war, it was augmented to 7 50 livres fer few, as 
appears by the minutes of their general aſſembly : ſo that 
their yearly provincial expence, which I have ſhewn, was 
ſometime ago provided for by a county rate, producing one 
million fix hundred ſixty ſeven thouſand four hundred livres, 
or 72, 948 J. ſterling, was now encreaſed at 7 50 livres per fer, 
to two millions two hundred and ſeventy four thouſand livres, 
or 99,487 l. 108. ſterling. But was this all the difference ? 
and was neither the province nor the kingdom called upon to 
anſwer any other demands than what might be ſatisfied by 
ſuch an encreaſe of provincial tax? fo far from it, that in ex- 
amining the ſeveral appropriated ſums according to the re- 
partition made by the aſſembly of the ſtates in each of the 
abovementioned years, it will appear that this encreaſe was 
chiefly occaſioned to anſwer the extraordinary expences of 
maintaining their militia, and the intereſt of debts that had 
been contracted in the latter years for the purchaſe of corn: 
but with regard to all the other debts, which had been con- 
tracted during the war, and on account of the war, they were 
referred to the King for payment, and abſolutely refuſed to be 
brought to their provincial account: for we may find in the 
E 2 appendix, 
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appendix, by the firſt reſolutions of the aſſembly of the ſtates, 
e that an eſtimate was to be drawn up of their debts in favour 
* of the communities, in order to requeſt his Majeſty for the 
<« repayment of all that had been expended for the army.“ It 
is alſo ſet forth in the report that was made to this aſſembly, 
« That it would be impoſſible for the province to provide for 


s theſe expences but by overburthenſome impoſitions, &c.” 


And therefore they came to a reſolution in conſequence of this 
report, © That the moſt humble and reſpe&ful inſtances 
« ſhould be made to his Majeſty for repayment ;” declaring, 
that to levy a tax to ſupply the deficiencies of even the two 


preceding years, and at the ſame time anſwer the current ex- 


pences of the enſuing, would require an exorbitant ſum, 
which it would be impoſſible to raiſe upon the communities: 
ſo that the 750 livres per feu was impoſed to anſwer only 
the current ſervice, and the intereſt of debts that were incurred 
to ſupport their own provincial expences: but as to the in- 
tereſt of debts created on account of the army, and the de- 


ficiencies of the revenues in the former years on the like ac- 


count, they were poſtponed to be afterwards taken into con- 
ſideration, in hopes that the King would fatisfy the ſame ; at 
leaſt for the preſent it was ultimately reſolved by the aſſembly, 
« That in the then exhauſted condition of their public.cheft, 
« no other expedient was practicable to anſwer thoſe de- 
t mands, than to have recourſe to their accuſtomed method 
« of borrowing.” But to borrow money at intereſt, in order 
to pay the intereſt of money borrowed, was OS of 

ruin beyond redemption. 
That we may be apprized of the total amount of theſe 
debts, 
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debts, on which many difputes afterwards aroſe between the 
- miniſtry and the ſtates of this province, I have taken the pains 
- to ſeparate and range the ſeveral items under diſtin& heads of 
expences, loſſes and damages colle&ted from the proceedings 
of their aſſembly; which being ſet down at large in the ap- 
pendix, I ſhall: only here offer the following b ren re- 
capitulation of the whole. 


4 recapitulation or ſummary of the debts incurred in Provence, 
on account of the war, as flated in 1749. 


Livres, 1. 6. d. 
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This debt of upwards of one million ſterling, incurred in ſo 
ſmall a time by a ſingle province, not bigger than one of our 
miiddling counties in England, remained to be provided for 
either by additional impoſitions levied on themſelves by the 

authority of their ſtates, or by duties impoſed by the King 

upon the public in general; let it be adjulted cither way, let 
the burthen fall on the individuals, or the communities, or the 
province, or the government, the conſequences upon the 
whole muſt be the ſame. If the King pays the debt, the pub- 
lic finances muſt be diminiſhed; if the province pays it, the 
provincial treaſure will be exhauſted; and if the communities 
and individuals are not paid, they muſt be ruined and unca- 
pable of contributing to any future impoſitions. 

Having repreſented the ſtate of theſe provinces in the * 
different periods propoſed in the introduction, I ſhall now, with 
due ſubmiſſion, offer ſome hints concerning the advantages we 
may gain from this examination; and indeed all that has heen 
explained before would, with regard to us, be idle and fruit- 
leſs, unleſs it tended to point out how far, and in what manner 
the kingdom of France may again be diſtreſſed upon any fu- 
ture hoſtilities with England. 

It is manifeſt, from the accounts here ſtated, thee this 
war obliged the government of France to levy ſeverer impoſi- 
tions than are commonly known ; created a national debt much 
larger than what is ſtated in their general account; and left 
cauſe of complaint amongſt the inhabitants, more grievous 
than what reſulted either from the taxes or the debts.—This 
province, for example, being obliged to provide for the ſub- 
Ucace of all the troops that came into, or repaſſed their com- 
munities, 


(39) 


munities, remonſtrated heavily, not only at the expence, but 
as it was an infringement of their right of being exempted 
from it; a right they have ever been jealous of, and which, 
having been diſregarded at this time, they were apprehenſive 
would be cited as a precedent for making the fame infringe- 
ment hereafter; inſomuch that it may with good foundation 
be ſurmiſed, that if upon any new quarrel in Italy, the ſame 
troops ſhould again be obliged to march through this pro- 
vince, they muſt march as through an enemy's country. 

This diſcontent was yet the greater and more univerſal, on 
account of the war itſelf being carried on, not for any purpoſes 
which concerned the national intereſt of France, but to ſup- 
port the pretenſions of the court of Spain to the dukedoms of 
Parma, Placentia, and Guaſtalla, which were at that time 
claimed by other powers; and which, after many diſaſterous 
ſkirmiſhes and battles, were, by the 7th article of the treaty 
of peace concluded the 18th of October 1748, yielded to be 
poſſeſſed by the ſerene prince Don Philip, infant of Spain, 
and his heirs male, under certain other limitations and con- 
ditions therein ſtipulated ; and accordingly that prince arrived 
at Aix on the 2d of January 1749, in his way from Cham- 
berry, to take poſſeſſion of thoſe territories. But the difficul- 
ties that aroſe amongſt the commiſlaries at Nice, concerning 
the manner and time of evacuating the places that were to be 
mutually given up by the ſeveral contracting parties, con- 
ſtrained his royal highneſs to ſtay at Aix until the 31ſt of the 
ſame month; about which time many of the Spanith, as well 
as French troops, repaſſing to their own country, ſhewed 
marks of high diſlike and national prejudice againſt each other. 

This 
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This was {till heightened by the Spaniards being made to pay 
very ſeverely for whatever they expended in ready money, and 
the forage that was provided for them was charged to their 
government at almoſt double the price to what was charged for 
the French troops. Theſe exactions of the French on the one 
hand, and the high carriage of the Spaniards on the other, 
cauſed ſuch mutual animoſities between both, that were it ex- 
preſſed in their own terms would indicate the higheſt marks of 
inveteracy and diſdain, and ſeemed as if each ſide was rather 
deſirous of exerting its ſtrength againſt the other, than of 
uniting their force againſt a common enemy. 

Should therefore any new diſputes ariſe upon his preſent ' 
Catholick Majeſty's acceſſion to the crown of Spain, in ſettling 
the removes that from thence are to take place, in purſuance 
of the 7th article of the treaty juſt now cited; and ſhould the 

- two monarchs of France and Spain, prompted by the natural 
ties of affinity, renew their alliance in favour of their own 
family; we may be the better prepared, from the above re- 
preſentation, what meaſures to take, if, upon ſuch an event, 
the ſeat of war ſhould be transferred from the Northern to theſe 
Southern parts of Europe ; where we may be called, as gua= | 
rantees, to aſſiſt our allies in oppoſition to that family- alliance, 
and for the better preſervation of the balance of power in 
Italy. In which caſe it will be again neceſſary to exert our 
natural ſtrength, by a proper diſpoſition of our fleet in the 
Mediterranean, in order to prevent the naval forces of France 
and Spain from uniting, and to intercept any foreign ſupply of 
corn and other proviſions to their maritime provinces; ſince 
we have diſcovered, that by cutting off this communication 
| at 
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by ſea, we reduced them to the greateſt diſtreſs at land. 
This muſt lead us to reflect on the importance of the iſland 
of Minorca, and of its convenient harbour of Port-Mahon. 
Whilſt in poſſeſſion of that fort, we ſhall be near at hand to 

divide the naval force of France from that of Spain, and even 
of one part of France from the other, and prevent the troops 
of either from being tranſported by ſea to any of the Italian 
territories: witneſs in the former war our blocking up their 
ports, and obliging the Spaniſh troops to march by land through 
the provinces of France, from whence aroſe not only all thoſe 
jealouſies and diſcontents, but that extraordinary conſumption 
of corn and forage, which occaſioned the diſtreſs before de- 
ſcribed. The fituation likewiſe of Minorca, being between 
the European and African coaſts, will afford us an equal op- 
portunity of annoying our enemies on both ſides,” and protect- 
ing our trade in thoſe ſeas, where the Barbary corſairs uſually 
inſult the navigation of all other countries. Add to this, that 
to be ourſelves the maſters of a port and harbour, fo ſituated 
and repleniſhed with ammunition and ſtores ſent from Eng- 
land, muſt ſurely be more ſafe and commodious than any 
neutral port, both for refitting our men of war, and ſheltering 
our merchant ſhips. It was no doubt with a view of preclu- 
ding us from all theſe advantages, that France was ſo haſty 
in getting poſſeſſion of this iſland at the commencement 
of the war in 1756; let us not then conclude the war 
without retaking it, or having it reſtored upon the reſtoration 
of peace. For whatever may be ſuggeſted, to palliate the diſ- 
grace of our having loſt it, concerning the inconveniency and 
expence of keeping and ſupplying a garriſon at ſo great a diſ- 
tance; yet theſe conſiderations will certainly be outweighed, 
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when the advantages above enumerated” ſhall be thrown in 
the oppoſite ſcale: eſpecially.if we aſſume the whole property” 
of the land, in which we may cultivate. many valuable pro- 
ductions, uncapable of being raiſed in our climate, and from 
thence introduce ſuch a beneficial commerce, as will more 
than anſwer the expence of maintaining the fortreſs. A fort- 
reſs the more important, fince it is a-general maxim, that as 
far as we can extend our trade and navigation, ſo far ought 
we to extend our power for its protection. 
Upon the whole, I preſume to recommend it as a point 
worthy of our future attention, that in carrying on our hoſti- 
-lities againſt France, we ſhould exert all means of interrupt- 
ing the three principal branches of commerce, which depend 
on the freedom of navigation in the Mediterranean. Firſt, the 
Levant trade, of which the port of Marſeilles has the excluſive 
privilege, and by its ſituation is enabled to ſupplant all the 
[| efforts of our once flouriſhing Turkey company. Next, that 
"8 branch of commerce, which their Southern provinces carry an 
through the Streights to the Weſtern ſugar iſlands in America; 
' which we have now diſcovered to be very conſiderable, though 
not ſuſpeCted to be fo, before the many captures.of their thips 
during the courſe of the former war. And laſtly, their-trade 
in corn, chiefly imported by the African company at Mar- 
ſeilles from their ſettlements on the oppoſite coaſts of Barbary ; 
1 particularly from Cap Negre, La Calle, and a fort called the 
> f Baſtion of France. I mentioned before, that to cut off the di- 
| rect communication from theſe was a circumſtance deſerving 
our conſideration, upon which I would offer the following 


propoſals ; That as the.cargoes are conveyed in ſmall frigatce, , 
ard. 
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and the tiip over being very ſhort, whether we might not ap- 
point two or three 20 gun ſhips to cruiſe oppoſite to the en- 
trance of theſe African ſettlements, particularly of La Calle, be- 
ing the moſt convenient and acceſſible port ; and by that means 
prevent any reſource from thence. And whilſt our men of 
war keep a good Jook-out to intercept the larger veſſels at ſea, 
we may make uſe of Tartannes and Feluccas, well manned 
and armed, to keep a cloſer watch near land, and prevent that 
ſmuggling trade uſually carried on by the like ſmall craft, who 
coaſt it terra d terra, according to the Italian phraſe, from 
Sicily and Naples, all along the ſtrand called the Riviera of 
Genoa, from whence 1 have obſerved before, Provence and 
Languedoc were-oftentimes ſupplied during the former war. 

By ſuch interruption to their navigation in the Mediterra- 
nean, we may involve theſe Southern provinces in the ſame 
diſtreſs with reſpect to the loſs of their trade, the diminution 
of their revenues, and the extream ſcarcity of corn to which 
they were reduced at the period of 1748; at which time we 
reaped a farther advantage by the vaſt exportation of our corn, 
upon the concluſion of the peace, to relieve the want which we 
-ourſelves had occaſioned during the war. 

To this purpoſe I was induced, by the duty I-owe to my 
country, to offer the above repreſentation, in order to point 
-out in what manner we may, upon any renewal of hoſti- 
lities, occaſion the ſame diſtreſs, and thereby procure an ho- 
nourable peace, equally advantageous to the landed and tra- 


ding intereſt of Great Britain. 
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THE 


APPENDIX: 


B EIN G 


An ABSTRACT of the cayer des deliberations, 
or the minutes of the debates and reſolutions of 
the aſſembly general of the communities in Pro- 
vence, convened at Lambeſc the 24th of Novem- 
ber 1748, by the authority and permiſſion of 
monſeigneur de Galois, knight viſcount de Glene, . 
ſeigneur de la Tour, &c. firſt preſident of the par- 
liament, and intendant of the juſtice, police, and 
finances in Provence, and regiſtered by the orders 
of meſſrs. the provincial agents. 


Ovember the 24th and 25th. N. B. Theſe two firſt 
days were taken up in going through the uſual forms of 

opening the aſſembly, and reading the rules and orders, for 
hearing meſſe, taking the oaths, &c. | 
November 26. © The firſt preſident and intendant laid be- 

fore the aſſembly two letters de cachet, dated at Fontain- 
e bleau the 2oth of October laſt, the one directed to meſlrs. 

the deputies of the aſſembly; the other to meſirs. the pro- 
vincial agents, by which his Majefty informs them, that 
| « he 


1 | 

{bi (646) 

{i « he had ſent to the ſeigneur de la Tour, firſt preſident of the 
ia « parliament, and intendant of the juitice, police and finances 
| * of the province (in the abſence of the duke de Villars, peer 
j * of France, governor and licutenant-general of the ſaid pro- 
1 * vince) the neceſſary orders for convening and holding the 


«« preſent aſſembly; to the end that it may immediately diſ- 
patch the moſt urgent affairs, particularly with regard to 
the impoſition of the ſum which his Majeſty deſires may be 
« levied in the province the enſuing year, to ſatisfy the extra- 
« ordinary expences his Majeſty has been obliged to be at in 
« the courſe of the preſent year. The aid firſt prefident-and 
« intendant alſo laid before them, the letters patent dated at 
© 'Fontainbleau the 1 5th of October laſt, importing, that the 
« ſigning the preliminaries of peace gave hopes, that the calm 
* of Europe would ſoon be re-cſtabliſhed ; that his Majeſty 
might be able to yield his people all the eaſe worthy of his 
« bounty, and due to their zeal ; which they ſhould not even 
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. « now wait for, if the ſecurity of the ſtate did not conſtrain 
A * his Majeſty to kecp up his armies ; and if the efforts he had 
* lately made to ſupport the war had not cauſed a conſiderable 
Wy « diſorder in his finances. Upon theſe motives, and until his 
Rs « Majeſty might be able to relieve his people, he demands af 
q A « .the-preſent aſſembly that they take the neceſſary meaſures for 


« raiſing the ſum of 700,000 livres upon the contributary ſub- 
« jects of the ſaid province, with an exception to the towns 
« of Marſeilles, Arles and the adjacent territories that are 


4 ( ſeparately taxed ; which ſaid ſum of 700,000 livres is de- 
=_— « .ſtined for the armaments of the ſea, and payable at the time 
_ - « and in the manner practiſed in the preceding years. 


by l | . © Upon which propoſition, the afſembly, ſeizing with eager- 
| * neſs 


16 


64 * 
neſs this opportunity of illuſtrating their zeal for the King: 
and conſulting rather their attachment to his Majeſty's inter- 
eſt than the real condition of their own abilities, did una- 
nimouſly agree to grant the 700000 livres which was de- 
manded on the part of his Majeſty as a free gift for the en- 
ſuing year 1749, the faid ſum to be paid in the accuſtomed 
form and manner,. upon the receipt and due acquittal of the 
keeper of the royal treaſure, for which the provincial agents 
are to expedite their orders in the uſual form; and upon 
the laſt payment that ſhall be made of the ſaid 700, ooo 
livres, there ſhall be deducted and allowed for the ſubſiſt- 
ence of the troops of the infantry and cavalry,. which may 
have been furniſhed by the communities, either in their 
fixed quarters, or in the quarters where they have been aſ- 
ſembled. And that his Majeſty. may be the more ſpeedily 
informed of the ſubmiſſion of this aſſembly in the execution 
of his orders, it is *agreed to defire the faid firſt preſident 
and intendant to ſignify the ſame. by his diſpatches to be 
fent with thoſe of the provincial agents by an expreſs me{- 


ſenger, who ſhall be paid-1000 livres, as well for his pains 


and trouble, as for his expences in going and coming. 
Nedeniber the 27th in the morning, The preſident: and 
intendant took notice, that by. the inſtructions ſent to him 
from the King, the aſfembly was to provide funds for the + 
payment of the intereſts of ſeveral ſums therein ſpecified, 
that were due to the proprietors-of: the lands and heritages 
that were taken into the fortifications of Antibes, Seyne, 
Colmar ant Todlon. 
« It is allo declared by the lame inſtructions, that the King, 
by: his brevet ſettled in council the 24th of September in the 
“ preſent: 
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« preſent year, having regulated the ſums that are to be levied 
% for the expences concerning the militia, &c. there ſhall be 
© impoſed the ſum of 27, o 58 livres 15 ſols, which the depart- 
ment of Provence ought to ſupply towards the ſaid ex- 
© pences. TY | 

« The ſame inſtructions declare, that a as it ſs of indiſpenſable 
* neceſſity to provide for the payment of the expences which 
have been or may be incurred in the province in the courſe 
« of the preſent year, as well for firing for the troops of his 
** Majeſty, as for other wood and ſtraw neceſſary for the en- 
« campment* during their ſtay in the province, it is his Ma- 
« jeſty's intention, that this aſſembly ſhould provide a fund 
* for the payment of the ſame. 

Upon which the aſſembly has reſolved, That two thirds 
« of the intereſt for the principal ſums, of which mention 18 
« made in the ſaid inſtructions, ſhall be paid at the rate of 
« three per cent. out of the funds that ſhall hereafter be raiſed, 
“for the lands and heritages taken into the fortifications of An- 
cc tibes, Seyne, Colmar and Toulon, &c. the other third 
« part of the intereſt being to be paid by the towns of Mar- 
« ſeilles, Arles and the adjacent territory. 

The aſſembly has alſo reſolved,” that proviſion ſhall be 
« made for the ſum of 19,327 liores 6 ſols, being three 
« fourths-of the: ſum payable by the communities of the pro- 
« vince for the expences concerning the militia; the fourth 
« part remaining being to be paid by Marſeilles, Arles and 
the adjacent territory. 

And as to the expences which have been incurred on ac- 


“count of firing for the troops of his Majeſty, and of the 
66 wood 
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wood and ſtraw neceſſary for their n—_— during the 


ſtay they made in Provence, &c. 
« The aſſembly has reſolved, that an eſtimate ſhall be 


made in favour of the communities, for to ſtate the ſaid ex- 


pence, and draw up an account of it, in order to requeſt his 
Majeſty for the repayment of all that has been expended by 
the ſaid communities for the army, in conformity to what 
was praCtiſed in the years 1707, 1708, 1709, and other 
ſucceeding years. 

« After which Monſ. Thomaſſin la Garde, ſecond conſul 
of Aix, and one of the provincial agents, ſaid, That he 
having had the honour jointly with his collegues to be em- 
ployed in the adminiſtration of the affairs of this province 
during the preſent year, they thought it their duty to render 
an account of it to this aſſembly, as well to obtain a ratifi- 
cation of what had been done, as to give the neceflary lights 
concerning the matters upon which they were to deliberate. 
He added, that theſe were contained in a report that had 
been drawn up for that purpoſe, and prayed that the arch- 
biſhop (of Aix) and the reſt of the aſſembly would give 
leave that the ſame might be read by one of the clerks, 
which accordingly was done, and is as followeth.” 


N. B. This is the report I mentioned in the foregoing 
treatiſe page 343 and as it contains a particular account 
of the moſt important tranſactions within this province, 
during the war, I have tranſcribed it in its original 
language, together with a tranſlation, 
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Mimoires des frincipales 'fournitures que le fays de Provence 
a faites durant la guerre. ; 


. 


E pays de Provence ayant fait des fournitures immenſes 

durant le cours de la guerre, le premier ſoin de meſſrs. 

les procureurs du pays, a été d'en drefſer des mémoires pour 

en faire connottre l'objet, & en ſolliciter le rembourſement. 
Nous allons en rapporter les principaux articles. 

Larticle le plus important, eſt celui des étapes. Par edit 
du mois d' Aout 1661. qui ctablit le minot de ſel en Provence 
& en fixa le prix à quinze livres, le pays de Provence au moy- 
en de cet Etablifſement, fut entierement decharge de la dẽpenſe 
des Etapes & de tout entretenement des troupes, en quartier 
ou ſejour, routes & paſſages. Les regiſtres du pays font foi 
qu en couſequence le roy avoit tenu compte au pays fur les im- 
poſitions annuelles, de tout ce qu'elle ayoit fourni pour la de- 
penſe des troupes, & cet edit a cte rapelle toutes les annees 
dans les deliberations priſes dans Vafſemblee generale au ſujet 
du don gratuit, dans leſquelles il eſt dit, que far les dernieres- 
payes du don gratuit, il {era deduit & compenſt la ſubſiſtance 
des troupes de cavalerie & Tinfanterie, qui. aura ow fournie 
par les communautes, ea. 

Dans le tems de la regent; Ie roy ayant voulu obliger le 
pays de Provence A un abonnemeft des tapes, par artet du con- 
ſeil detat du 28 Mars 1719. le pays & les communautẽs qui 
le compoſent, en furent affranchis moyenant cent cinquante 
mille livres l'année en tems de Paix, &. de deux cens mille 
livres en tems de guerre. 


Cependant la depenſe des tapes & utenciles de Vannee 1744. 
paſte 


* 
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An account of the chief articles of ſupplies furniſhed by the country 
of Provence during the war. | 


HE country of Provence having furniſhed immenſe 

ſupplies during the courſe of the war, the firſt care of 
the provincial agents, was to ſtate an account of them, in order 
to make the particulars known, and to ſollicit the payment. 
Of which we ſhall now report the principal articles. 

The moſt important article is that of the etapes. By the 
edict of Auguſt 1661, which eſtabliſhed the minot of falt in 
Provence, and fixed the price at fifteen liyres, the country, 
by reaſon of this eſtabliſhment, was entirely freed from the 
charge of the etapes, and maintainance of troops in quarters 
or places of abode in routs and marches, Their records teſtify, 
that, in conſequence. of this eſtabliſhment, the King, Was ge- 
_ countable to the province for all the annual impoſitions-itraiſed 
to defray. the expences of the troops; this edict has been re- 
ferred to every year in the deliberations of the general aſſembly 
on.the granting their free gift; wherein it was reſolyed, that a 
proportional deduction ſhould be made from the latter pay- 
ments of the free gift, as an indemnity far the ſubſiſtence. fur- 
niſhed by the communities ta the troops of cavalry and infantry. 

In the time of the regency, the King being willing to oblige 
the country of Proyence, to compound for the tapes, by an 
order of council of ſtate, dated, the 28th, of March 17 79, che 
country and communities of which it is campoſed, were ex- 
empted from it upon conſideration of 1 $9,000 livres à year in 
time of peace, and 200,000 a year in time of war. 

Nevertheleſs, the expence of the : etapes and utenſils i in 1744. 

2 carried 


" 
£ 
. 

7 

tx 

1 

4 

* 

1. 

, 

« 
* 
* 
2 
a. 
AV 

4 

2 


1 
# 
: 
0: 
"P 
: 


( 52) 
paſſèc dans le compte des impoſitions de Vannee 1745. monte 
a la ſomme de 1,125, 306 livres: celle de 1745. liquidee en 
1746. à la ſomme de 1,211,406: livres: celle de 1746. li- 
quidee en 1747. à la ſomme de 2,093, 937 livres: celle de 
1747. liquidee en 1748. a plus de quatre millions. 

Dans. ces ſommes, ſont compriſes quelques fournitures ex- 
iges des. communautes pour le ſervice du roy, & que le corps 
du pays leur a, payces proviſionnellement, en attendant qu'il 
pliit au roy d'en ordonner le rembourſement. 

Nous avons or qu'une fourniture auſſi importante, a la- 
quelle le pays na pit, parvenir que par des impoſitions acca- 
blantes ſur les biens, & des emprunts ruineux & exorbitans, 
devoit etre le principal objet de nos repreſentations. 

Dans année 1744. il y ent. diverſes - leyees de mulets de 
trait & de bit : le ſervice force auquel on employa ces mulets, 
& le defaut de nourriture, en firent perir Ja plus grande partie, 
dont le pays a paye le prix ſous la deduction de cent vingt 
livres promiſes par le roy pour chaque mulet mort ou enleye. 

II paroſt par les Etats envoyes aux miniſtres par m. Tinten- 
dant, que les journtes des mulets de trait, pour la ſeule annce 
1744. montent/a la ſomme de 341,560 livres, dont ayant'ete* 
pays à compte 28, 900 livres, ilbreſte encore du 31 er od 
livres. 

Il reſulte des mmes &tats que 16 pre des mulets morts ou 
pris pariVenenii} aveit ete- Ports par les procès: verbaux d eſti- 
mation, ſyavoir pour les mulets de trait, au nombre de fix 
cens ioixante & quinze, æ la ſomme de 2 53, 336 livres, & pour 
environ quatre cens ſeize mulets de bat, à cinquante neuf mille 
6x cens quarante- une livres. 

* I 


(.53;), 
carried to the account of impoſitions for 174 5, amounts 
to 1,125,306 livres; that of 1745, ſettlec in 1746, to 
1,211,406 livres; that of 1746, ſettled in 1947; to 2,094,937 
livres; that of 17478" m in 746. to ove rag mil- 
lions, | | 5 8 

- In--theſe Gris are included ines übe er fuppiics levied 
on the communities ſor the King's ſervice, and which the 
province advanced ptoviſſonally, till it ſtroufd! pleaſe the King 
to order the repay ment: 

We were of opinion, that ch confideriBle advancements, 
which the country never could have made witholit Heavy i im- 
poſitions, and incurring tuinous at c&orbitant debts, ought 
to be the principal object of our repteſentations. 

In the year 1744, there were great demands of moles for 
draft and carriages immoderate ſervice, and Want o pf 
vendex, deſttynd che greateſt part; for the loſs Cf Whfch⸗the 
province has paid: deducting 120 livres Nn unn Ring 
for. every mule dead or:taken.by-the enempů⸗ :: 

It appears: by the accounts ſent to the miniſtry by A- 
dant, thatahs days- work of the draft mules for · the yvar 1544. 
alone, amounts to the ſam of gg ty56a:livres;! of:whichiz 8,900. 
livres being paid on aceaugt, there remains due 3¹², 660 
livres. 

It appears. by then ſ wg gecounts, chat the: price: \bEamiles 
dead or taken. Dathe. amy chad a beens eſtimated: by. 
verbal proceſß, that is gp Dp mules: 40:the num- 
ber of. 675. to the ſum, of 263,330 livres; and for car- 
riage mules to the number of 4510 n ſum 067594647 
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Il fut levè dans le meme tems une grande quantits de char- 
retes, qui furent employees au tranſport, de Tartillerie & des 


munitions de guerre; toutes perirent ou furent perdues au 


ſiege de Coni. Par I'etat arrete & envoye par m. Vintendant, 
cette fourniture monte a la ſomme de 60,800 livres. 

Dans la mème année 1744. il fut fait diverſes autres fourni- 
tures. Les fourrages fournis par les communautes du pays de 
Provence, pour la ſubſiſtance des mulets lev6s en Provence & 
en Languedoc, employes au tranſport de Tartillerie pour 
Tarmée commande par m. le prince de Conti. conſiſtant en 
foin, paille & grains, ont monte a la ſomme de 343,078 livres, 
ſuivant Tetat des rations, atteſt6 par m. Fintendant le premier 
Novembre 1745. Il a Ete payè à compte la ſomme de 100,600 
livres. II reſte dii par conſequent 242,478 livres. 

Les munitionnaires de l'année 1744. doivent des ſommes 
conſiderables aux communautes ou particuliers, qui ont fourni 
leurs denrees pour ſoùtenir le ſervice qui alloit manquer, Cette 
fourniture, dont il n'a ete donnè a compte que des ſommes 
modiques, & du payement de laquelle les munitionnaires ne ſe 
defendent que ſur le pretexte u! leur eſt du des ſommes con- 
ſiderables par le roy, monte à environ quatre cens mille livres. 

Depuis Tanné? 1744. diverſes communautés & le pays, 
ont Ete obligees a des depenſes conſiderables pour les fortifi- 
cations: Celles qui ont été faites — les communautes, 


ont été compriſes dans leurs Tiquidations avec les utenciles 


& Etapes, & leur ont été rembourſées par le pays. Mais 
celles que le pays a faites directement, font un objet tout 
a fait diftin. Les depenſes des fortifications de la ville 


de Toulon, faites par meſſrs. les procureurs du pays depuis 


le 
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There were preſſed into the 'ſervice'at the ſame time, 
great numbers of Waggons for the tranſporting of the artil- 
lery and ammunition ; all theſe periſhed, or were loft at 
the ſiege of Coni. By the account ſtated and ſent by the in- 
tendant, this article amounts to 60,800 1 |, 

In the fame year 1744, ſeveral other Tupplies © were fur- 
niſhed, and the forage levied' in Provence and Languedoc, 
to ſubſiſt the mules employed in the tranſportation of the 
artillery for the army under the command '© of, the p rince 
of Conti, conſiſting of hay, firaw, 11 1 
to 343,078 livres, according to the number of the ra- 
tions atteſted by the intendant on the firſt of November 
1745: There was paid on account 100,600. livres, « coꝑſe- 
quently there remains due 242,478 liyres. ure 

The agent victuallers in 1744 were indebted in conſi- 
derable ſums to the communities or individuals, who ad- 
vanced their ſtock to ſupport the ſervice almoſt. on the point 
of falling: theſe ſupplies, which were only. rated at 2 a mode- 
rate price, and the non-payment of which the agents pretend 
to excuſe upon no other pretext but that of the large ſums due 
to them from the King, amount to about 400, ooo livres. 


1 


Since the year 174 , ſeveral, comm rities,as well as the, 
province, bave been obliged to be at conſidærable expences on 
account of the fortifications. \ Thoſe, of. the communities have 
been compriſed in their accounts of ſtores and military allow 
ances, and have been repaid them by the province: but 
thoſe expences provided immediately by, the province, are 
made an article entirely ſeparate. The expences on the 
tortifications of the town of Toulon under the direction of the 

provincial. 
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Je mois d Avril 1747. juſqu'a preſent; & qui ſeront con- 
tinuees juſqu'a la fin du mois de Decembre 1748. montent 
à la ſomme de plus de 112, ooo livres. Le roy dans tous 
les tems a tenu compte au pays de pareilles fournitures, & 
il y a lieu d' eſperer que fa Majeſte lui en accordera l'entier 
rembourſement. | 

Les etats des utenciles & . des voitures fournies aux 
troupes Eſpagnolles, ont &te adreſſes aux miniſtres avec les 
pieces juſtificatives depuis Vannee 1742. Il sy agit pour le 
pays d'une ſomme de 242,905 livres. Cet article avoit. été 
compris dans les remonſtrances preſentees au roy en 1745. & 
comme la cour d'Eſpagne n'en a pas procure le payement, 
Jon eſpere que ſa Majeſte voudra bien en tenir compte au pays. 
Les fourrages fournis a la cavalerie qui fut cantonee en Pro- 
vence dans les mois de Mai & de Juin 1745. montent a la 
ſomme de 209,892 livres. L'ordonnance en depenſe en a été 
rendũe depuis le mois de Mai 1747. mais les fonds n'ont 
point encore ete ordonnes. 

Les fourrages fournis a la cavalerie cantonnce en 1746. 
montent, ſuivant Jes Etats qui en ont Ete envoyes, a la ſomme 
de 208,109 livres. 

Dans la mEme année 1746. il fut fourni des places de four- 
rage a un grand nombre d'officiers generaux, montant a la 
ſomme de 6,862 livres. Les conducteurs des Equipages exi- 
gerent auſſi des places de fourrages, montant à la ſomme de 
578 livres. ä 

La fourniture de quatre-vingt charretes fournies par le pays, 


pour le tranſport des fourrages de Varmee commandee par m. 
le 
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.provincial agents fince April 1747, to the preſent time, and 
which will be continued to the end of December 1748, 
amount to more than 112,000 livres. The King, at all 
times, has allowed himſelf to be accountable to the province 
for theſe extraordinary diſburſements ;; and there is reaſon to 
hope that his Majeſty will now grant the full repayment. 

The accounts of ſtores and overplus of carriages, furniſhed to 
the Spaniſh troops, have been laid before the miniſtry, with 
the proper vouchers fince- the year 1742; the ſum therein 
claimed by the province is 242,905 litres. This article was in- 
ſerted in the remonſtrances preſented to the King in 174 5; and 
as the court of Spain has not procured the payment, it is hoped 
his Majeſty will be pleaſed to account for it to the province. 

The forage, furniſhed to the cavalry cantoned in Pro- 
vence in May and June 1745, amounts to 209, 89f livres. 
The ordonnance for the payment of this expence was iſſued 
in the month of May 1747; but the funds to __ _ 
have not yet been provided. 

The forage, furniſhed to the cavalry canines. in 4946, 
amounts, according to the accounts that have been - ſent, 
to 208, 109 livres. 

In the fame year 1746, places of 9 were provided 
for a great number of general officers, amounting to 6,862 


livres : the conductors of their equipages alſo A Places 
of forage amounting to 578 livres. 


The furniſhing of eighty waggons to carry forage to 
a. army, commanded by the marſhal duke of Belleiſle, 
_; $2» =: Wo 
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le marechal duc de Belleiſle, a dure depuis le 13 Decembre 
1746. juſqu'au 17 Fevrier 1747- Cette fourniture monte a la 
ſomme de 120,8co livres. 

Le pays a impoſe pour les ponts & eins dix-neuf livres 
par feu; ce qui fait la ſomme de 57,623 lvres, ſeize ſols, 
huit deniers. Il Sen faut bien que cette ſomme ait pit ſuffire 
dans les dernieres années, a cauſe des chemins qu'il a fallu 
faire, & des ponts qu'il a fallu retablir a Foccafion de la guerre. 
II eſt juſtifiè par les comptes du treforier du pays, que 1a: de- 
peniſe des ponts & chemins a monte en 2744. A 102 109 livres. 
En 1745. à 87,9; livres. En 1746. à 86,319 livres. En 
1747. à 172, 733 livres. De cette derniere ſomme, 123,045 
livres, a etE uniquement employ6e pour les chemins qu'il a 
fallu faire a occaſion de la guerre, & les ponts qui tant con- 
ftruits en pierre & ayant ete'demolis lors de Linvaſion des enne- 
mis, ont ęté ee e retablis en bois n Tutilité 
du ſervice. 12 i 

Dans la preſente anßte la depenſe des hides eft encore 
deaucoup plus Eoiifiderable" par raport aux chemins qu'il a 
fallu conſtruire ou reparer dans la Haute Frovence du cote de 
Seyne & de Caſtellane. 

Nos rois n'ont jamais voulu que les depenſes des — & 
chemins conſttuĩts & repar6s a Voccaſron: de la guerre, fuſſent 
ſupportces' par le pays. Nous en avons l'exemple dans ce qui 
ſui pratique a la occaſion de la guerre de _ les regiſtres 
du pays'en font foi. 

Dans les annecs 1946. & 1747. les communautes, & ſou- 
vent les partieuliers, ont été obliges a des faurnitures en grains, 


fourrages ou autrement, tant pour les troupes de France que 
pour 
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laſted from the 13th of December 1746, till the 17th of 
February 1747, and amounts to ao, N livres. | 


The province have ined a tax of 19 livres fer feu for 
the repairs of the bridges and highways, which makes 57, 623 
livres, 16 ſols, 8 deniers: this ſum was ſar from ſufficient in 
the laſt years, by reaſon of the new roads to be made, and 
bridges to be repaired, on account of the war. It appears by 
the accounts of the treaſurer of the province, that the ex- 
pences for bridges and roads in 1744, amounted.to. 102,109 
livres; in 1745, to. 87,973 livres; in 1946, t0-86,3 19 lipres; 
in 1747, to 172,733 livres; of this laſt ſum 123,045 livres 
were, intirely expended on the roads neceſſary to be made 
on occaſion of the war; and the ſtone bridges, which being 
demoliſhed at the time of the enemies inyvaſion, have been 
proviſionally repaired with wood or the benefit of the 
ſervice. h 

In this preſent year, — expences — the 8 are 
become much more conſiderable, on account of the roads 
neceſſary to be made or repaired in Upper * 
Seyne and Caſtellane. 

Our Kings never intended that the expences for roads and 
bridges made or repaired, on account of the war, ſhould fall 
upon the province: we have a teſtimony of this from what 
was done in the war of 1707, as mentioned in the records of 
the province. 

In the years 1746 and 1747, tho communities, on often- 
times individuals, were obliged to ſupply both the French 
and Spaniſh troops with corn, forage, and other neceſ- 

H 2 | faries : 
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pour celles d Eſpagne; les unes doivent &re rembourſees par 


le roy, les autres par le munitionnaire. Cet objet eſt des plus 
conſiderables & des plus importans. Le long tems depuis le- 
quel on ne ceſſe de travailler aux &tats de ces fournitures & avec 
le regiſſeur, & avec les commis du munitionnaire, en fait voir 
etendũe j mais cette operation va etre finie, & on n'aura plus 
qu'a travailler a en procurer le payment aux communautes. 

Il a ètè encore fait mention dans nos mEmoires, des contri- 
butions'& fournitures exigees par les ennemis; des dommages 
cauſcy® & effets enleves, tant par les ennemis que par les 
troupes Franęoiſes & Eſpagnolles. Les etats en ont 6te dreſſés 
ſur les pros verbaut des commilſaires envoyes' dans toutes 
les vigueries o Fennemi avoit pentré, pour y dreſſer des rap- 
ports exacts & juſtifies; & ces Saas ont wan eye a ws = 
controlleur general“ 1009 v1; Of 3 n. eee 

Les ennemis ctant enttes en Provence ſut la fin du thois de 
Novembre 1746. & nen étant ſortis qu'au commencement 
de Fevrier 1747. les communauteès des villes & lieux qu' ils oc- 
cuperent furent conttaintes de payer des contributions en ar- 
gent, & diverſes exactions, ſoit en argent ou en denrérs. Les 
troupes ennemies ont enleve les effets des communautès & des 
particuliers, & cauſe des dommages infinis. Les dommages 
cauſes par les troupes Frangoiſes & Eſpagnolles, font aufſi 
tres-conſiderables. 

Les contributidas que les communantes ont et foretes de 
payer; montent. à ja ſomme de 543,42 5 livres. Il paroitid autant 
plus juſte qu il en. ſuit tenu compte à ces communautes, que ces 
contribut ons me unt que le montant de impòſition qu'elles de- 

vo.ent 


# 
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ſaries: ſome of theſe are to be repaid by the King, others 
by the agent-victuallers. This object is the moſt: confider- | 


able and the moſt important: the length of time ſpent with - 
out intermiſſion in ſettling the accounts of theſe ſupplies with 
the regiſter and agent clerks, is an evidence of their extent: 


but this work is near ended, neee 2 
procure the, repayment to the communities. "19 9 © rlligven? 5 : 
Our memorials. have alſo taken notice of 8 — 1 
and ſupplies exacted by the enemy, of the damages done, 
and of the effæcis ſeiaed both by the enemy, and likewiſe; by 
che French and Spaniſni troops accounts. of which haye brenn 
drawn out from the verbal proceſſes of the commiſſioners ſent? - 


into all the vigueries, where the enemies had, penetraterl, in 
order to draw up. an exact and authentic relation; and theſe 


accounts have been tranſmitted to the comptrolleg- general. 


The enemies entering into Provenœe at the end of Novem- 
ber 1746, and not. quitting it till the beginning of February 


1747, the communities of the. towns and places they occupied | 
were laid under contributions, and obliged: to pay divers ex - 
actions both in. money and proviſions. The enemies / trop | 


carried off the effects of theſe communities, and canſed in- 
finite damages. Thoſe occaſioned ere the French and 8 
troops ate alſo very conſiderable. | 290002 22 


221d 19111 nd * 


The contributions, which the communities have been com- 


pelled to pay, amount to 543,425 livres: it ſeems the more 
juſt that theſe communities ſhould be indemnified for theſe 
contributions, fiace they were no more than what they were 

to 
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voient payer au roy, de laquelle il ne leur a &t& encore fait 
aucune remiſe. | | 

Les exaCtions en argent, montent A Ja ſomme .de nies 
livres. Celles en denrees ou autres fournitures, a la ſomme 
de 1,104,809 livres. U 

Les dommages cauſcs par les ennemis, montent A a ſomme 
de 4,939,053 livres. Ceux cauſes'/par: les troupes Ftangoiſes, 
a la ſomme de 732, 189 livres; & ceux cauſes ps les AR 
Eſpagnolles, a 160,3 24 livres. 

Tel eſt le precis des memoires qui ont 46 grelles Ils ont 
Eteenvoyes à m. le bontrolleur general, & à m. le comte d' Ar- 
genſon miniſtre de la guerre, a m. le comte de St. Florentin, 
& à m. le comte de Maurepas: on en a fait part auſſi à m. le 
duc de Villars, gouverneur, & à m. le marechal de Brancas, 
lieutenant pour le roy en Provence, qui ont tolljours donne au 
pays des marques diſtinguees de lieur bienveillance, afin qu ils 
vouluſſent bien parler en ſa faveur dans une ſi importante oc- 
caſion. Nos repreſentations ont paru juſtes; mais les tems 
n'ont pas encore et favorables pour obtenir les rembourſemens 
& les indemnites que nous demandons. 


"5 
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to pay to the King, of which nevertheleſs no __m has been 
remitted them. | 

The exactions in money amount: to 400 6 livres in 
corn and other SOOT to 1,1 94,509 livres. 1 

Olin ian“ 21 750 Une 29928011110Dd 230 

The 8 cauſed, 3 enemy; ee to 4.939, 0 53 
livres; thoſe by the French troops to 732,189 Sons add 
thoſe by the Spaniſh to 160,324 livtes. 

h 439 310 ip 23am ob 219929 81 fle bb 

This is dre ſubſtance — — 5-/0flR 
drawn up ; they were-ſent to the comptroller-general, to the 
count of Argenſon, miniſter at war, the count of St. Florentin, 
and count of Maurepas; They have alſo been laid before the 
duke of Villars,: gevernor, and the marſhal; of Brancas, the 
King's lieutenant in Provence: who have always given diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks of their affection to this province, iii order 
to engage them to ſpeak in its favour in ſo important an oc- 
caſion. Our repreſentations have been found to be juſt but 
the times have not hitherto proved fayourable:toiobtaimthe! re- 


payment and indemnity we deſire. 


The 


( 64) 


The report then proceeds to give a further narrative of 
many other aftairs relating to the civil government of the 
province, which the provincial agents had deliberated 

upon in their previous meetings; wherein there is no- 

thing relative to our intereſt, except that, upon the con- 

_ cluſion, they ſet forth the difficultics they had found in 
- procuring a ſupply of corn, by reaſon of the deficiency of 
their public treaſure, the want of a ſecurity whereon to 

- borrow, moxe, and the dehts they had, already incurred: 

but their, diſtreſs on this account having been already de- 

ſcribed, there is no neceſſity of giving any farther detail 

ol this report, which being read, the aſſembly approved 

. .. and; ratified all that had been done, by the provincial 

agents, and thanked them for the gare and gains they 

had taken during their adminiſtration, ue ha re- 
ſolved, q 8 


« That the moſt humble and celpectiol in inſtances ſhould be 
made to His Majeſty"to"obtain a teimburſement of the ex- 
« pence” this province had been put to in the years 1744 
% and 1745, upon occaſion of furniſhing the etapes, as alſo 
« for a reimburſement to the ſeveral communities, as well as 
te to the province in general, for what had been | expended by 
« them during the war, in providing mules, carriages, finding 
t forage, oats and other grain; working at the fortifications ; 
« contributions paid to the enemy ; and the damages done at 
te the time of the invaſion ; and by the French and Spaniſh 
* troops; and for the extraordinary repairs of the highways. 


« And to the end that theſe inſtances and repreſentations may 
« be 


- 698.1 
« be the more favourably heard, they pray the intendant, 


« that he would ſupport them by his teſtimony and credit, 
« and that the archbiſhop would be pleaſed to preſent them. 


Ds himſelf the next Journey he ſhould take to court. 


November the 27th in the afternoon, „The archbiſhop 
(of Alx) took notice, «hat, according to the cuſtom of 
e the province, the a ker had iſſued his orders in favour of 
« the communities for the amount of their debts to be com- 
i penſated to them by the receivers of each wgwerie out of 
« the mbney levied for the King and che province in the 
0 * e laſt quarters'; and that tlie treafutet Had alſo 

given ſurplus bills payable at three different inſtallments 


to ſuch of the communities whoſe debts exceeded what 


e they were obliged to pay the teceivers of their ©#gueries. 

That two payments of theft bills Hüd wready" been" fatisfied 

« by means of the efforts that hall been tate th the preſent 
« exhauſted condition of their public cheſt, occaſioned by the 


extraordinary expences of the, war; the difficulty-now was 
« how to anſwer the third payment, which would be. due the 
« 15th of December, next... Borrowing, he obſerved, was 
« the only reſource at preſent left to compaſs this: but as the 
« fund of 1, 200, ooo livres voted by the laſt aſſembly to be 
« borrowed, was not yet compleated, . it was to be feared, 
« that this would be too diſtant a reſdurſe wich regard to the 
« preſent preſſing neceſſities of the communities to whom this 
« payment was to be made ; and therefore, i it being impoſlible 
« to pay them but in proportion, as the money to be barrow- 
« ed by a vote of this aſſembiy ſhould be poured into the 
«« provincial cheſt, it was incumbent on the communities 
I e themſelyes 
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themſelves to find out perſons to lend it, in order that each 
might be paid its reſpective debt out of the money which 


itſelf ſhould procure to be lent. 


« Whereupon the aſſembly reſolved, by a plurality of 
voices, to accept the expedicnt propoſed by the archbiſhop, 
as the only one practicable under the preſent circumſtances : 
and to this effect, every community was to uſe all poſſible 
endeavours to procure money to be lent to the province, 
out t of which they might be reimburſed either the Whole or 

art of their debt, if the ſum they procured was leſs than 


dhe belt and as to thoſe who ſhould not be able to find 


480 


any lenders, a contract ſhould be entered into to pay them 
an intereſt of five Hel cent. with an exerpption. from the 

dixieme.” 
« November 28. © The archbiſhop of Aix, firſt | — ig 4 
agent, obſerved, that by a ſtate of the accounts put into his 
hands by the Sieur Gautier, treaſurer of the province, con- 
taining the expences of the years 1747 and 1748, it ap- 
peared, that the expences of thoſe two years amounted to 
the ſum of 12, 419,397 livres, 7 ſols and 4 deniers, and the 
receipts to the ſum of 10, 829, 101 livres, 9 ſols, 7 deniers; 
ſo that the expence exceeded the receipts in the ſum of 
1,590,294 livres, 17 ſols, and g deniers. In the receipts 
of which years was compriſed the ſund of 1, 200, ooo livres, 
which the laſt general aftembly had reſolved to borrow, 
and which nevertheleſs had not been filled: inſomuch, that 
to levy a tax. ſufficient to ſupply the deficiency of the pre- 
ceding years, and to anſwer the current expences of the en- 
ſuing year 1749, they muſt be obliged to propoſe an 
exorbitant 
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« exorbitant ſum which it would be impoſſible to/raiſe upon 
ce the communities, conſidering their inability manifeſted by 
* the arrears that were due upon the payment of the laſt im- 
« poſition. Under theſe circumſtances, it appeared the moſt 
« proper to provide for them by the method of borrowing ; 
taking care, at the ſame time, not to augment the proportion 
« of their taxes beyond what might | be about neceſfary for 
« the payment of the intereſt of the ſums ſo borrowed, . in 
« order to obviate any new arrears. Upon which propoſal, 
ce it was reſolved by the aſſembly, _ Fits 1: 00 

„That a fünd mould be dale by 2 F 8 7 50 1 1 liyres upon 
each fu, to be levied Aa ef ities ; contry butary to 
« the expences of the enſuing year 7495 accord, ing to. the 
« repartition that ſhall be made herea ter : and as the produce 
« of this tax will be inſufficient to ſatisfy. the arrears of the 
preceding years, and to anſwer the ent of the enſuing 

„ ee ie was reſolved, 1 5 the 1 ina 228 A 
« again be empowered to borcow by bills, at the rate of five 
&« per cent. With an exemption of the diene, as far as the 
« ſim of 1,200,000 livres, over and above 1 9 thoyld be 
« necellaty for the di charge of th ſutplus Fil due vpon 
« the ſums liquidated in favour of be 0 eee for the 
« proviſions furniſhed to the troops '6f his Ma jelly, as deter- 
« mined by this aſſembly at the laſt fitting ; obſerving, by 
ce way of preference, fitſt ma . godd the fund of 
<« 1,200,600 livres voted by the laft Fer lan po 

« November 29. The rg of” Alk 0 ob bleryed 1. — 
the aſſembly having voted to impoſe | the ki of 75 50 livres 
on each fen, to be kvied at the four Ne of ts 92 

43 .*, ad ates: Pear 
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„year 1749, it was neceſſary to regulate the ſums to be paid 
« at each of thoſe quarters, making a repartition of the ſame, 
as equally as poſſible, in order to facilitate the payment. 
« Upon which the aſſembly ordained that the impoſi- 


« tions ſhould be PPE y to > the Tollowing purpoſes ; 
* W 
GE 4 Th nies Sums total. 


Livres. Livres. 
To the appointment of the governor 17 $1,544 
To ditto of the lieutenant-general - 1 - 18,192 
Jo the companies of the marechaufſee = 15,160 


T0. Halaries of officers, and charges a 
7 of fortifications” << — I. 4⁰ diese 


To intereſt of old deb — : 113 | 342, 616 
To inteteſt of debts borrowed i) 


1 160, 6 
— 1747 ngen IT" - * n . > 7 1 
tuit t 810 dates 
e Ne tithe ee ui 4 235 Pie, gc 
To the compoſition of old duties — 12 36,384 
To the 1 of the 4 | | 6.06 
_ , maſtgr's ſalaries— — oj 2 
To the expence of the lige, and ht "uh 
; * the King's troops — j 125 682,200 
To the charge of making up the : m 
public account — | 7 
To the "repairs of highways and) — 
bridges 19 577608 
To the compenſation of the taille to . 
meſirs. the officers of the parlia- | 5 g 
ment, and to the charges of this A 
aſſembly — — — 2 3 
3 Total 750 2,274,000 


— — 
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e All which impoſitions, above-mentioned amounting to 
« the ſum of 750 livres per eu, ſhall be exacted by the Sieur 
« Gautier, treaſurer, of the province, upon the foot of 180 
« livres 10 ſols per eus for each of the n of * next 
“ enſuing year 1749. 

The Sieur Thomaſſn la Garde faid that than . Aube 
« buſineſs to be propoſed to the aſſembly, and deſired that 
e publication might be made of the verbal proceſs of all that 
had been agreed upon. Which, accordingly was read and 
pu hliſhed to the aſſembly, chen ſitting. eI:0859qrgu9 212 ol 


« After which thanks. were returned:a0 dhe, for 
« the good offices he had at all. times rendered, to the pro- 


« vince, and particularly during the ſitting of this. aſſembiy. 
Done and publiſhed at Lambeſc, 29 November, 1748. 

De tout e que deſſus, il appert dans les regiſtres du Greffe 
des etats de Provence, auſquels nous Wümznes Ofen deſ- 


dits etats, nous rapportons. 
Derigina, Greffier. 1 icard, Greffier. 


An account of the debts incurred in ProventeFrom 1744 to 


1748, during the war, collected from the" foregding pro- 


ceedings of their aſſembly, ſeparated and ranged under the 
diſtin& heads of expences, loſſes and damages, viz. 


> ml: la magarines and ee — he. the ary. 


- erer. 
In * ar 1744. % . g 2,125, 306 
Ditto in 4745 . - | — — — 1,211, 406 
Ditto in 1745 — FIR — 2,093,937 
— — — 4,000,000 


Ditto in 1747 — 


8, 430,49 
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The bire of mules and carriage, and loſes cttending the ſame. 


Livres. 
To the hire of draft mules in 17944 — 31 2, 660 
To the loſs of 615 draft mules, dead, or 


taken by the enemy, at 120 livres for each 2 285836 
mule — — — 


To the loſs of 416 ſaddle mules, bang" or. 


SITS, 


Ay T1 Sy 3 


taken. by 3 enemy, at 120 livres for . 59644 
each mule  — — — „ 
To the hire and loſs of carriages employed] 348 IE + T 


to tranſport. the artillery and ammunitions | 


60,8 o 
of war, all taken. at the ſiege of e 


To hay. and ſtraw for the ſubſiſtence of the Lon ang) o! 
mule— al 


243,478 


To the cartiages and utenfils furniſhed to - 
the Spaniſh trroops — — 2 19.905 41 
To the carriages that tranſported the forage IP 
in 1746 and 1747 — — j wn 
a 1,302,620 


. = 


F rage ar the 7 as ; well 8 Spaniſh as French. 7 


Lids. 


A furniſhed 0 the horſe in 1745 — 209,892 ? 


of war SAL (TTY: — 


To forage furniſhed to the horſe in 1746 — 205, 100 
To furniſhing fundry places with forage — 6,862 


To proviſions advanced to the 2 1 


To the guides at the places of forage — 578 
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Contributions, Exactians, and Damages. 


To contributions which the ſeveral commu- * 
nities paid - - — — — Þ 563-424 
To exactions of ready money — — 106 890 | 
To exactions of proviſions — — — 1,104,809 
To damages done by the enemy in 
1747 if — Ste — = 4.93970 $3. 01 


To ditto done by the French e i Sen 732, 199 10 
To ditto done by the Spaniſh 20 — 605 50,324 
— 


7 ” 
— 14 4 
- % 2 2 
* _ — ＋ 
0 * 
+ ba 2 af 
— 8 * * *4$ "mi TE # "I IT 1 28 — po 
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Repairs of highways and bridges, 


Repairs in 1744 — — — — 10310 
Ditto in 1745 - = == = — — 97,973 
Nitto in 1746 = = = — — — 86,319 
Ditto in 1747 — ny — — — — 172,33 $0.21 


. 2115 of on mor 
* * 
Deduct 4 years tax by the provinces at 19 _ | 
Livres per. feu — — — 1 19 
— — wit) 
218 vn 
2." POUF M - OW AK ” 
Repairing the fortifications at Toulon — I 12,000 


29.36 
Sums borrowed for the purchaſe of corn. 


To caſh borrowed in 1746 — — — 860,000 


To ditto in 1747 for corn, with an exemption 
of the ro. — } — 


Livres. 


To ditto in Auguſt 1748 - — — 700,000 
To ditto in November 1748 - — — 1,200,000 
3:960,000 


—_— _ 


Deficiencies in 174 and 174 r 


A recapitillation or. " ſummary of the debts 3 in Provence, 
on account f the war, as ſlated in 1749. 

4 G1 Livres. 4. „ | 

To etapes and utenſils pro- : 

vided for the army, — —_ 5,439,649 FR 87 10 


To the Hire of Noſe e ' If A 


+ 
& 
* 


carriages, and loſſes at- 1, 302, 620 56,998 12 6 
tending the ſame, - = 
To the forage for the | 

troops, as well Spaniſh * 5441 36,114 00 10z 
as French J af 


ar 


To contributions, exact- 

— and — + | 77586, 195 331,917 13 00 
To overplus expences i in » <4 

repairing the highways, i 218 642 9,505 11 9 
nl 112,000 4,900 oo oo 
To ſums borrõwed for the 3960 000 173,250 SEG 


purchaſe of corn, - - - 


To deficiencies of the 
revenues for the years 


1,590,294 69,575 6 6 
1747 and 1748, = = - . 
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1 1,0 51,162 2 6 
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A 
SUPPLEMENT, &c. 
” DEE 


in order to form a juſt notion of the whole revenues, ex- 
pences, and debts of France, we ſhould take into our 
eſtimate, not only what is demanded to be carried into the 
King's coffers, or royal treaſury ; but alſo what is raiſed to 
ſupply the particular exigency vf every province, and of every 
town and community within that province. Having, with 
this view, given an account of the income and expences of 
Provence, I ſhall now enter into a more minute account of 
the income and expence of the city of Aix, which being the 
capital of the province, the chief reſidence of its nobility, and 
the ſeat of a parliament, we may ſuppoſe the greateſt part of 
K 2 the 


1 Obſerved, in the beginning of the preceding treatiſe, that, 


(76) 
the riches of the country, as in all capitals, centers in this 
town; from hence, accordingly, we ſhall find what is to be 
added to the provincial debts and revenues, by the extraordi- 
nary impoſitions raiſed in this town, in the ſame manner as 
we have ſeen what is to be added to the national debts and 
revenues by the extraordinary impoſitions raiſed in the 
province. 

Here I muſt take notice, that although the afſembly of the 
ſtates make an eſtimate of the general impoſitions to be levied 
on the province, at ſo much per feu; yet the groſs ſum de- 
manded from every community, in proportion to the number 
of feus it contains, is collected by different kinds of impoſi- 
tions: the ſeveral towns and diſtricts raiſing their contributary 
ſhares by ſuch methods of taxations as are moſt agreeable to 
the forms of their own peculiar juriſdictions. 

For example, the viguerie of Aix, much the largeſt in the 
province, as appears by the book of the afouagement, conſiſts 
of ninety-one communities, and is charged with 652 feus, 
upon which an impoſition of 750 livres per ſeu, being the tax 
for the year 1749, amounts to 489000 livres, or 21,393 J. 
15 s. ſterling, as the groſs. demand from the province. This 

ſum is ſubdivided by the conſuls upon each community, ta 
pay their reſpective ſhares in proportion to their number of 
feus : accordingly, the community of Aix, including the town 
and a certain, diſtrict about it, claiming by ancient grants 
a right of being taxed only to the ſeventh part of what is de- 
manded from the whole viguerie, is charged with 93 feus, 
which, at 750 livres per feu, amounts to 69,750 livres, or 
30511. 118. 3d, ſterling ; beſides which, it is farther ſubject 

to 
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to the demands of the intendant, for its proportion to the 
capitation and d ixieme, amounting together in the year 1749 
to 38,282 livres, or 16761. 48. ſterling, towards which, 
each inhabitant compounds for his individual quota to the 
community; as the community compounds for its reſpective 
ſhare to the province; and as the province compounds for 
the whole to the King. 

To this purpoſe, the city magiſtrates being aſſembled at 
their council-chamber in the Hotel de Ville, firſt take into 
conſideration the revenues for which they are anfwerable to 
the province, and then make an eſtimate of the reyenues 
neceſſary to be raiſed for the particular expences of their own 
community, which being added together, they levy the ſum 
wanting, over and above the capitation and dixieme, by 
charging what duties they think proper, either upon the con 
ſumption of their proviſions, or upon the entry of particular 
merchandizes, by the amount of which, together with the 
annual income of their eſtate, ariſing from the leaſe of their 
ferms, rents of their markets, tolls for mules, horſes, and 
carriages, they ſatisfy both their own private demands, and 
the demands of the province. All which will be fully ex- 
plained, by the following account of the expences and income 
of this city, for the year 1749, which, ung as an inſtance 
of what is raiſed by all the other communities, will admit of 
ſeveral obſervations that may be drawn from! chene. con- 
cerning the ſtate of the kingdom in general: || | 


TC 
© 
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* 


Expences of the community of Alx, for 1749. 


To the taille at 750 livres per eu 69750 305 
To the police and ſalary of officers 33774 1477 


To the intereſt of debts — — 131968 5773 


By the ferm of their butchery — G6oooo 2625 
By the ferm for the ſale of flour 126000 5512 


By the ferm for the ſale of fiſh — 20000 875 


By the ferm for the ſale of oil — 6100 
By the licenſes for the ſale of wine 4800 240 
By the town duty on houſe lamb 2000 87 
By the duty on candles and greaſe go25 394 
By the rent of the hot baths 
By the town duty on hay — 100 4 
By the magazine of corn — — 3050 133 
By the ground rent at the place de Marche 107 4 


By the rent at ſtalls at the place de Marche 130 F- 


By the toll for horſes and mules — 1350 59 
By the toll for carriage ——— 700 30 
By penſions annually received — 1500 65 


Income of the community of Alx, in 1749. 
oc 2 6 | 4192930] 


livres. Lo 3 
1 

; 

12 © 

235492 10302 15 6 
livres. F ihe. 
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We are firſt to remark, how the ſums, thus raiſed, are di- 
vided and appropriated to anſwer the demands of the province, 
and to the uſe of their own community, according to the 
following proportion: 

mY To the province. 


To the taille at 550 — !? — 3051 11 3 
To the community. 


To the police and ſalaries of officers 1 477 12 3 
To the intereſt of debts — 5773 12 6725 * 


10302 15 6 


* —è 


By this appropriation it appears, that above half of what 
is raiſed by the town duties, is never carried to the provincial 
account; as, in like manner, above one third of what is 
raiſed by the provincial duties is never carried to the national 
account. 123 | y 

We are next to obſerve, that thefe town duties, by which 
ſo great a revenue is raiſed, are purpoſely impoſed to ſave any 
tax on the landed eftates within the community round about, 
which, fo far from being charged, are quite excuſed from 
paying any contribution, in conſideration: that the amount of 
it is fatisfied by the duties levied in the town, where the 
owners of theſe eſtates are ſuppoſed to reſide ; which privilege 
is annexed to all lands adjoining to great towns, here the 
revenues are thus collected by town duties. Theſe lands are 
called terres ferrages, and, next to the zerres nobles, ſell for 


more years purchaſe than any others. 
This 
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This policy of compounding for the land- tax by impoſing 
town duties, is yet the more artful, as thereby ſtrangers, as 


well as natives are made to pay their ſhare to the public con- 


tributions; for the revenues, thus ariſing from ferms, tolls, 
an decxiſes, are paid in the end by the conſumer; ſo that 
every tranſient viſitor, paſſing through, leaves ſomething to- 
wards the augmentation of this general fund. 

Let us next enquire for what purpoſes, theſe extraordinary 
town duties are levied ? not upon the provincial account ; for 


we find 305 1 J. 115. 3d. ſatisfies that demand; nor upon ac- 


count of the current ſervice of their community; ſince 1477 l. 


128. pays all their ſervants, and other charges of their police; but 
it is their extraordinary debts that demand theſe extraordinary 


impoſitions; to pay the intereſt of which, they are obliged to 
raiſe 57741. 98s. 4d. ſterling per ann. Suppoſing this to be 
at the rate of 5 per cent. their debt muſt be upwards of 
115,490 pounds ſterling. 

Laſtly, when we come to examine upon what commodities 
theſe duties are impoſed, we find their chief income proceeds 
from ferming the ſale of their meat and their flour, the firſt 
being let at 60,000, and the other at 126,000 livres per ann. 

Here I beg leave to propoſe an uſe we may make of our 
knowing the amount of theſe duties in any community; 
I mean, that as from thence we may calculate the quantity 
of proviſions conſumed, fo from the proportion of that con- 
ſumption, we may nearly cſtimate the number of its in- 
habitants : with regard to this, although I have by me an 
account of the annual amount, for ſeveral years, of the beef, 


mutton, lamb, &c. provided for the uſe of the community of 
Aix; 
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Aix; yet I do not pretend to form ſuch an eſtimate 985 theſe 
articles, as meat is not equally nor univerſally conſumed, con- 
ſidering the times of Lent, and of faſt days, and the numbers 
of religious orders, and of poor people, who ſcarce ever eat 
any meat at all: but we may make our calculation with a 
greater degree of certainty from the exciſe on flour, as on this 
article we know depends the ſupply of bread, conſumed by 
people of all conditions, at every meal, and on all days, faſts 
as well as feſtivals ; being therefore informed of the amount 
of the exciſe on a certain weight of flour for any given time, 


we may compute the quantity of bread that is produced, and 
the number of mouths neceſſary to conſume it ®, * r 


For example; the ſale of flour, within the diſtrict of Aix, is 
fermed, as abovementioned, at 126,006 livres per annum, which, 
as I was informed, is raiſed by a tax of three livres on every 
charge of flour. So that there muſt be 42000 charges conſumed 
in a year to make up that revenue to thoſe that ferm it, and we 
cannot ſet down leſs than 8000 more, for the fermer' $ profit, 
therefore we may ſuppoſe the whole conſumption | to amount 
to 50000 z- each charge weighs 270 lb. one pound of flour 
makes one pound of bread, of which we may ſuppoſe every 
man, woman and child, one with another, to conſume about 


9 


charges, there muſt be the annual — of 25000 * 
ple within the community, including, upon an average, not 


* See a treatiſe lately publiſhed, entitled, the Police of France; where in 
page 126, this method is propoſed for computing the number of inhabitants in 
the city of Paris, 

L only 
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enly the natives and conſtant inhabitants, but all tranſient 
paſſengers, and other ſtrangers. I am aware of ſome objec- 
tions that may be made to the uncertainty of this eſtimation; 
but, at leaſt, it may ſerve to correct the vain and bombaſt ac- 
counts, which the natives in moſt places, eſpecially in France, 
are apt to give concerning the number of their people. 

As theſe town duties are the ſame in all other cities and 
communities, I hope this one example will ſuffice, to explain 
by what channel the revenues of every province, and of every 
community within the province, are conveyed towards the 
ſupply of the general revenues of the kingdom ; and how far 
the debts and expences of each contribute to accumulate the 
burthen upon the whole: but it may be remembered, I have 
before obſerved, that the war, whilſt it occaſioned a nece{- 
ſity of augmenting their revenues, at the ſame time put a ſtop 
to thoſe reſources from whence they were ſupplied, I mean, 
by the intercuption of their trade and navigation ; the ſtate 
and condition of Marſeilles, during that period, will afford 
us a flagrant inſtance of this, of which therefore I ſhall proceed 
to give an account. 
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MARSEILLES. 


A LTHOUGH Aix be the capital of the province, yet 
Marſeilles, on account of its trade, is much the larger 
and more populous city: for the proof of this, I may ſet out 
with the ſame method of calculation I made uſe of upon the 
concluſion of the former chapter; for it appears by the 
amount of their exciſe on flour, that 500 charges are con- 
ſumed in this community every day, which conſequently 
makes 182,500 charges in a year; and allowing two charges 
for the conſumption of each individual, their total number 
of people muſt be 91,250. Thus trade and commerce allure 
and invite a multitude to croud together, in order to partake 
of its benefits and divide its profits; from hence they are en- 
abled to anſwer both the demands of the public, and the 
additional expences of their own community: a war there- 
fore muſt affe them with a double diſtreſs ; not only by the 
encreaſe of expences, but by a diminution of their trade and 
credit. This is the next puint I propoſed to conſider, and 
accordingly ſhall offer no other obſervations on this trading 
city, than what relate to its manufactures, commerce and 
navigation. ; 

The manufactures of this town conſiſt in working brocaded 
ſilks and woollen cloths, in quilting callicoes, in making ſoap, 
eſſences, and liqueurs, and in faſhioning porcelain or earthen- 
ware; none of theſe are very conſiderable, for, - firſt,” there 
L 2 We are 


BE. 
are but two houſes, eſtabliſhed by letters patent, with an 
excluſion to all others, in working brocaded filks, ſtiled, 
like all other monopolies in France, the royal manufactures; 
the largeſt of theſe contains only fix looms ; ſcarce any pieces 
are put into them but what are beſpoke before-hand, and 
ſcarce any beſpoke but for inland confumption. The woollen 
manufacture is of the coarſer kinds of cloths, defigned for the 
Levant, and is another monopoly, belonging to the depart- 
ment of the galleys, in which a company is eſtabliſhed, with 
privilege of employing a number of galley- ſlaves at the fabrique 
ſet up in the arſenal, with no more pay than ſix or ſeven ſols 
per diem; and, by this cheapneſs of labour, they are enabled 
to underſell all the other merchants. The quilting of callicoes 
with cotton is confined to few hands, ſince its dearneſs prevents 
any great demands, and as it depends on foreign materials, 
the leaſt interruption to foreign trade ruins the people, moſtly 
women, concerned in this employment. The ſoap is not 
made ſo good here as what may be had at Naples, and other 
parts of Italy; nor are the eſſences and liqueurs eſteemed like 
the compoſitions of the ſame fort at Montpelier : laſtly, their 
earthen-ware, though brought to great perfection, yet, 28 it 
is equally improved in many other parts of France, is greatly 
ſupplanted by the number of competitors : from hence we find 
that the riches of this city chiefly ariſe by exporting the products 
and manufactures of other cities and provinces, and import- 
mg ſuch fareign commodities as are wanted for home con- 
ſamption or re-exportation, It may not therefore be improper 


| to enter into a particular account of the ſeveral branches of 


this foreign commerce, 
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The excluſive privilege this town enjoys of a direct trade to 
and from the Levant; and the facility and quickneſs by which 
it can ſupply thoſe Eaſtern parts. with ſuch cloths as may hap- 
pen to pleaſe the reigning taſte, give the merchants here many 
ſuperior advantages over our Turkey company in England, 
who being at a greater diſtance, cannot ſo ſpeedily furniſh the 
demands that are often ſuddenly made for a particular faſhion 
or colour ; the French cloths ſent thither are chiefly manu- 
factured at St. Pons, Montolieu, and Carcaſſonne, in Lan- 

guedoc, made of their own and Barbary wooll mixed together, 
and fold from five to fix, ſeven and eight livres per ell, It is 
colour more than fineneſs that gains them a recommendation 
in Turkey ; the French government is ſo well apprized of 
this, that the ſtrifteſt rules are laid down, by numbers of or- 
dinances, for the direction of thoſe who are concerned in dying 
theſe cloths; add to this, the natural advantages they have in 
many places of air and water, by which they are enabled to 
ſtrike out ſuch peculiar colours, as cannot be imitated by art 
in another climate. 

This town enjoys yet another excluſive trade to the coaſts 
of Barbary, by means of an eſtabliſhed company, ſtiled by the 
letters patent the company of Cap Negre, though uſually 
called here the African company ; this is the ſame I men- 
tioned in the foregoing repreſentation, as being obliged to 
have a magazine repleniſhed with corn for the ſupply of the 
province, which is brought from their ſettlements on the 
Barbary coaſt ; together with ſome other neceſſary materials 
of wool, tallow, ſcins of beaſts, wax and coral. 45 
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But the greateſt trade from hence, and which, as I ſaid 
before, we never ſuſpected to be fo till the war diſcovered it, 
was carried on by numbers of ſhips of large burthen to, St. 
Dominguc, Martinique, and other parts of the Weſtern and 
Northern colonies in America belonging to the French, To 
whom they not only export the natural products and manu- 

facturq; of their own province, but make a double profit by 
the re-exportation of the ſugars, indigo, tobacco, and other 
returns from- thence, as having, by the conveniency of their 
ſituation, the quickeſt opportunity of conveying theſe com- 
moditics to the neighbouring coaſts of Italy and Spain, as 
well as to the Levant, and all parts of the Archipelago. 
'The merchants at the Weſtern:ports of France are extremely 
exaſperated that thoſe cf Marſeilles ſhould participate with 
them in an equal liberty of trade to the Weſt Indies, and at 
the ſame time enjoy an excluſive one to the Levant ; and be 
able alſo to ſupplant, by the quickneſs of communication, 
the reſt of the ports on the ocean, in the ſale of the American 
products in all the other parts of the Mediterannean. The 
truth is, the mar/ei/lors gain ſuch immenſe profits by this com- 
merce d'entrepot, that they would, I was told, .compound 
with the loſs of all others, for the preſervation of this. We 
may add the farther confiderable gains they make by the 
Bank and Newfoundland fiſheries; as the charge of freight, 
upon re-exportation, is very ſmall from hence to Genoa, the 
eccleſiaſtical ſtate, Naples, Sicily, &c. So that they engroſs 
this trade alſo in the Mediterranean from all the Weſtern 

pou of their,own _— | 
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How fatal then was it to have all theſe advantages inter- 
rupted by the declaration of war againſt England in March 
1744, Which was the more cruel to the merchants, as they 
had not the leaſt notice of the deſign, till they heard it pub. 
liſhed ; conſequently their ſhips out at ſea were ſeized on 
unawares, and carried into our ports, whilſt they werg ſail- 
ing, as they thought, with tranquility to their own. This 
was an unexpected blow upon their inſurers; for I was in- 
formed very large inſurances were made amongſt themſelves ; 
nor was this buſineſs ſo entirely engroſſed by the Engli 
has been ſuggeſted : but, be this as it will, what with cap- 
tures of veſſels out at fea, and the interruption of commerce 
at home, their trade gradually diminiſhed, till at laſt the 
credit of their merchants, like the credit of their government, 
equally, ſubſiſted by mere artifice ; fictitious bills, with en- 
dorſements of names mutually lent, to one another, ' went 
round in a courſe of circulation, whilſt prompt payment was 
uſually put off, upon pretence of having effects abroad, 
which could not be brought home ; till at length the reſtora- 
tion of. peace compleated the ruin which the war had begun. 
This may found like a paradox; but it will not appear fo, 
when we conſider that the peace deprived them of thoſe pre- 
tences on which their credit was upheld during the war ; for 
now, time and opportunity being given to bring home their 
pretended effects, and no returns made, their deficiencies 
were expoſed ; and, as they ſupported one another by mutual 
Props, the firſt that failed brought down all the reſt : thus, 
in the latter end of the year 1748, ſeveral perſons became 


bankrupt, Who, before the war, were eſteemed amongſt the 
number 
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number of their Millionaires; a term given to their rich mer- 
chants and brokers, when ſuppoſed to be worth a million of 
livres. After theſe, fell all their dependants, and caſh and 
credit equally ſunk together. In fact, the ſword was run 
through the body during the war; and whilſt it continued 
there, it ſtopped up the wound ; but being pulled out upon 
the concluſion of the peace, the blood followed and the * 
expired. | 

The vaſt im portation of corn which I mentioned i in the for- 
mer part, as it ſuddenly enriched ſome, contributed not a 
little to haſten the 1 ruin of others ; for, as it occaſioned a vaſt 
demand for money and bills, many perſons were too hard 
preſſed, eſpecially as the latter cargoes were not fold off with 
the ſame quickneſs as the firſt : we may ſuppoſe the freight 
only of the Engliſh ſhips in the harbour, in the month of 
March 1749, at which time I counted between 70 and 80, 
muſt have amounted to a very conſiderable ſum : this, by the 
cuſtom of merchants, mult be paid the day after the delivery 
of the cargoe, of the captain enters his proteſt ; which, being 
entered againſt ſeveral, of courſe blew up their IF, 

It happened moreover that ſeveral corn veſſels were deſtined 
to this harbour, not only to ſell their cargoes, but the ſhips 
themſelves; and, as the French are moſt fond of ſhips of their 
own built, ſome, which had been taken from them during the 
war, were now loaden and ſent hither for ſale, by way of 
greater temptation : but the agents for buying, firſt cried 
down the market, upon the ſuppoſition of our having more 
upon our hands than we knew how to employ ; and alſo upon 
our willingneſs to part with their ſhips, from the ſame 

national 
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national partiality to our own ; therefore little was offered for | 
thoſe that were French built, add leſs for others. In the next 
place, if the price was accepted, the propoſed method of 
_ purchaſe was by bills, payable upon the return of the firſt and 
fecond voyage the ſhip ſhould make; that is, they would buy 
a ſhip to undertake a voyage, and undertake a voyage to pay 
for the ſhip. I do not fay theſe propoſals were general, but 
I heard they were frequently made, and I mention it to ſhow 
how hard they were driven. F 
Upon the whole, they compute, that during the war 500' 
veſſels, great and ſmall, deſtined to, or failing from, this port, 
were taken or deſtroyed by the Engliſh, either in the Medi- 
terranean, the Weſt Indies, or the ocean: the computations 
after this, upon the loſs of the cargoes, and other loſſes oc- 
caſioned by the interruption of commerce, are various; che 
moſt moderate account ſtates it at thirty two millions of livres; 
amounting to 1,400,0001. ſterling. And if we add to the lofſes 
ſuſtained by the continuance of the war, the profits that might 
have been otherwiſe made by an uninterrupted peace, we 
ſhall find the kingdom of France has little reaſon to rejoice 
at an Engliſh war, with regard to its commercial intereſts on 
that ſide. : 
Having . repreſented how-far the revenues of the Southern 
maritime provinces may be -diminiſhed by our interrupting” 
the trade of this maritime port; we muſt, in the next place, 
conſider it not only as a port of commerce, but as a royal“ 
arſenal, with dock- yards and ſtores for tlie ſupport of the naval 
power of the kingdom: a power equally EY on tr 54 
and rn that · arciſe from thence, 7 7 ... 
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In this light, it will be proper to take: notice of whiat 
formerly compoſed a, ſeparate eſtabliſhment of the marine 
of France, in theſe Southern provinces, bordering. on 
the Mediterranean; I mean the department of the galleys,. 
heretofore diſtiact from that of the, men of war, until the 
edict of the 27th of September 1745, juſt at the en 
of the war, united them both under one. 

It is well known, that formerly the arſenal of Markelles- 
was ſingly. appropriated to the department pf: the galleys,. 
where, ſome yeats ago, I. have ſean ſutenn os ſcventeen 
ranged along tke ſides of that harhaut, each epntaining/about 
300 ſlaves, beſides numbers of others in the arſenals, or the 
bagnes, as the buildings are called. which. ate deſtined, 
equally with the galleys, for their conſinement.: But now, 
upon the new regulations, moſt of theſe galleys, with their 
crews, are ſent to the other ſea-ports of. Toulon, Rochefort, 
and Breſt, and are to be conſidered; for the future, rather as 
contributary to the ſtrength: of their marine, than as a part of 
the marine itſelf... It may not however be improper; for us to 
be appriſed of the order and ceconomy. of this eſtabliſhment, | 
which is made to be ſubſervient to many. uſeful purpoſes of: 
their police, as well as to the augmentation of their naval foroe. 
This 1 have accordingly explained in another treatiſe, entitled, 
the Police of France, to which I muſt beg leave to refer. 

It ſeems the new modelling of this department is owing: 
to the little ſervice done by the galleys during the courſe of 
the war; and therefore the expence for the future is to be 
turned toward the augmentation of the other part of the 
Marine; no new galleys are to be built, ſeveral of thoſe: 
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remaining in the harbour, as obſerved before, are ſent into 
other ports, and the large apartments, in which were con- 
tained the neceſſary ſtores, aro appropriated to other uſes. 
The barracks alſo, that were fotmerly built on the quay, are 
now pulled down,” and thereby ore room made for the mer- 
chant ſhips and other veſſels to came up and lay along ſide. 
Wich reſpect to theſe, there are many excellent roles relating 
to their being piloted into pott, the berths they are to take, 
and the time and method of delivesing their cargoes, tage- 
ther with many neceſſaty precautions to prevent any accidents 
by fite;-or tumults among the mariners a all theſerare printed, 
and the — IE — Fo: 2s 

they come to an andhor. n bit z vll c 
This port has ted 0 flux = Gao 
flux of the tide, but yet enjoys a no loſs conſillerable advan» 
rogs by being a free port which privilege, liks cvaty other 
ptivilege ãn France, is purchaſed: by ithe:citizens,- at an annual 
rent or- gratuity to the King; and reimborſed to themſelves by 
a duty laid on the anchorage. It is ſtrongly fortified by two 
forts-on each ſide · of its narrow ontrance;; one f which, being 
on an eminence, was bailt by Lewis XIV; as well to keep the 
town itſelf in awe, as to protect it from any foreign enemy. 
The ſtory is well known, how that monatch, being ãnformed 
of the turbulent diſpoſitions of theſe inhabitunts, andlof the 
number of Buſtide, or 'wcountrychouſes, which the xicheltiof 
them had built on the plain adjacent to che toum/ tent them 
a meſſage, that he thought it was but fit their King ſhould 
have his baſtide alſo amongſtthem-j' anditherefore denvanded 
a ſum of — 1 to enable him, to. build one; 
1 „MM e Zn Which 
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which being accordingly granted, he erected this fortreſs, 
called by ſome the Said of Lewis XIV, which commands 
all the others, and keeps their owners in due ſubjection. 
But notwithſtanding the boaſted ſecurity of this city from 
any attack by ſea, it lies quite expoſed and unfortified on the 
land fide ; and perhaps a landing-place might be found in 
ſome of the bays not many leagues eaſtward, from- whence 
troops, being diſembarked, and marching through the defiles, 
and under the preteftion of the high mountains, might 
poflibly enter the town without much annoyance from its 
forts. However, I do not pretend to point out any enterprize 
of this nature, which, at the moſt, could be attended with 
no other conſequence than a few days plunder; for the 
garriſon of Toulon, lying ſo near, would ſoom come up to its 
aſſiſtance, and oblige an enemy to retire; Toulon is the 
grand barrier of Provence; could this be taken, Marſeilles, 
of courſe, and the whole country, muſt yield to the ſame ſub- 
jection. This therefore is that naval power we ſhould en- 
deavour to weaken; and . accordingly, I ſhall proceed to offer 
me obſervations on the ſtate of that important fortreſs, 
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dus cy ese Seierl boch on de 
of its natural ſtrength, and its artificial fortifica - 
— It is equally renowned on account of the- dock- yards 


for building the King's ſhips, and preſerving- their ſtores. 


Its natural ſtrengtꝶʒ on the. weſt ſide, confilts/in the narrow 
neſs of the two paſſes by which any aeceſs can be gkined to it, 


being roads running in a bottom between ſome high moun- 
tains, which are at about à Jeague's-diſtance from the town; 


the one called. the Gorge de Bouſſet, being the neck or inlet 


that leads from: Marſeilles; the other ſtiled the Gorge de St. 
Maximin, as being the narrow paſſage from an inland town 
of that name. Theſe defiles are but juſt wide enough for two 
carriages, and continue winding through the mountains for 
ſeveral miles; ſo that the approach of a large army may be 
prevented by a ſmall number of men, and a few batteries 
erected to guard each paſs. The north ſide of the town is 
defended by what is called the rock of Toulon, and the ſea is 
its natural protection on the ſouth, Thus there are but two 


entranccs. 
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entrances by land, the one by the gate of. Marſeilles on the 
weſt ſide, and the other by the gate of Nice on the eaſt ſide. 
Theſe are both ſtrongly fortified by art; and the former, 
befides. the narrowneſs of. the 6 paſſes above deſcribed, has the 
additional protection of a branch of the outward harbour 
coming up to the fide of the road, near which the men of 
war may be drawn up to prevent the adyancement of an ene- 
my, eſpecially as the rivulets, which ſupply the town with 
water, proceed from ſprings that riſe in the upper part 
of this plain. The plain on the. other ſide towards Nice, on 
which. the duke of Bavoy intended to make hie appro 70 1 

in. 379%, is no undermined for near the Space of h- 
mile; nor are any houſes or .elive-trees ſuffered to be 8 
it to intercept the view ; and, though the country is open and 
wide, yet there is but a narrow ſpace for digging any en- 
trenchments, becauſe the ground next the harbour is moſtiy 
moraſs. And, for the better preventing the approach of an 
enemy, - there; is a battery called the Old Fort, on the north- 
eaſt ſide of the rock, about a mile diſtant from the town, 
which flanks all the road, and commands the paſſage. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe precautions, they were, it ſeems, - 
apprehenſive of ſome defect and weakneſs, from the conſter- 
nation that Was ſhewn upon general Brown's marching from 
Nice into this province in December 1746. Whereupon 
new. works were ordered for enlarging the fortifications far- 
ther into the plain, and a deſign planned out for building a 
fort on a high eminence in the diſtrict of la Malgue, about 


a mile diſtant, and oppoſite to the Old Fort, fo as to. oblige 
Y 4 
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an enemy to paſs between two fires, upon their advance- 
ment by land, and alſo-to command the outward and inward 
harbour againſt any naval approach. This project has, how- 
ever, been ſuſpended, it being ſurmiſed, that a fort built on 
an eminence ſo near the ſea, might probably, at a futuro 
war, be attacked and taken by the Engliſh ;- which, as it 
commands both the town and the harbour, would be the 
ſame as to take the town itſelf. But they bave compleated 
ſome other additional works for the better defence of the 
narrow plain on the north fide between the rock and the 
town; ; and here, indeed, the old fortifications had beet wis- 
ſerably negledted.” " Marſhal Belleiſle therefore made ſome 
extempore. repairs by gabions and faſcines, upon the ex- 
pectation of a ſiege by the allied army in 1746 And, for 
the bettet ſecurity of this "paſs," they have now trade 
three redotits' in three ſeveral eminences- of the roh at 4 
little diſtance from one another, with uteri te the town 
from each; and, as the ſpace is not half à mile wide, an- 
enemy muſt march between two fires all the way, upon any 
attempt to compaſs the town from the eaſt to the weſt ſide. 
The main deſign of thus guarding this paſt, ſeems principally 
intended for the protection of the ſprings of water, which, 
a8 I took notice before, riſe on the welt' fide, and from whence 
the town and dock-yards are fblely ſupplied. Could theſe be 
cut off, all the fortificatians eee nd ide 
town muſt ſurrender. (29G 2A n. 
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Tor the better illuſtration, I have annexed a plan of the 
former fortifications, to which I have added the new intended 
outworks, not ſketched by any ſcale of their exact proportions 
and diſtances, but deſigned only to give, upon a general view, a 
more clear idea of the whole, than What can be n rr 
any verbal deſcription. 8 
The importance of this town conſiſts, Seb in its 
ſtore· xards. and docks, for the conſtruction of the King's ſhips: 
and advancement of the naval force of France. Theſe ac- 
cordingly are moſt worthy the obſervation of every ſtranger, 
eſpecially of an Engliſhman, and muſt bog a more parti- 
cular deſcription. 5 = 
The entrance into the park, by which name the awk 
yards are called, is through a magnificent gate, built in the 
ſtile of a triumphal arch, with an inſcription over it, in 
which Lewis XIV. aſſumed from us the title of being lord 
and maſter of the ſeas. The ſpace within contains many 
piles of buildings, ranged round a large baſon of water, ha- 
ving a communication to both the inward and outward har- 
bours, by narrow cuts, that are chained acroſs. Thefe 
buildings are allotted to the ſeveral departments for making, 
or laying up, the ſtores and tackling belonging to the King's 
ſhips; and each diſtin& office is kept, in the fame regular 
manner, as at Portſmouth and Chatham, though not with the 
fame ſuperfluous expence of large houſes for the officers, 
each one here being content with only His een | 
and two or three apartments adjoining. 
A long pile of building at the upper end, with two 3 


Tions on each ſide, is ſupported by open columns divided into 
three 
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three rope-walks. Some part of the hemp and the tar, that 
is uſed for the cordage, is of the produce of France ; the firſt 
from Franche Comte and the latter from Provence ; but this 
is not near ſo good as what they purchaſe from the northern 
countries. The apartments above ſtairs are deſtined for 
combing and ſpinning the hemp on one fide, and for weaving 
it into ſail-cloth on the other: which manufacture is ſo 
much cheaper to the King, as great part of it is compleated 
by the aſſiſtance of the galley-ſlaves. The pavillions on cach 
fide are taken up for a guard-room of the marine officers on 
the right-hand, and the arſenal, or ſale d arms, on the left. Near 
which is the academy for teaching young gentlemen the art 
of navigation ; who are lodged, boarded, and inſtructed, at 
the King's expence, to ſerve as gardes de la marine on board 
his Majeſty's ſhips. 

Contiguous to theſe is another range of buildings, contain- 
ing the general magazines of the ropes and fails; and along the 
ſouth ſide of the baſon are the particular ſtore-houſes for the 
tackling belonging to each man of war, the names to which 
they belong being marked over every diviſion : beſides theſe, 
there is what they call Ja lege de remplacement, which, they 
pretend, contains the duplicates of all their tackling, though 
they have not half ſufficient for the number of ſhips belonging 
to this harbour ; ſince it has been known, that a man of war, 
after having been put into commiſſion, has been obliged to 
wait for the return of another, in order to have the ſtores tranſ- 
ferred, before it could be equipped. 

There are ſix ſmall forges deſtined for the making of 
locks, keys, and other ſinall materials of iron-work. And 
twenty forges for the ſhaping of anchors, &c. though the 

N largeſt 
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«Largeſt are made at Dauphiné near the mines, where alſo the 
greateſt part of their cannon 1s caſt ; which, being brought 
hither, are ranged in order in the artillery- park, and the ſhells 
and balls piled up in pyramids, in the ſame manner as they 
are in the warren at Woolwich, but not in fo large a quantity. 
Near this are the gunſmiths ſhops for ſmall arms, and a 
general magazine for hammers, nails, bolts, &c. 

FThe barrels and pipe ſtaves in the cooperage are made 
moſtly of oak brought from Franche Comte and Dauphin; 
-and near adjoining are ſeveral ſhops for turning and carving 
the ornaments for the heads and ſterns of the ſhips; and a 
particular office is ſet apart for drawing their models and deſigns. 
Near to their timber-yard a canal is cut, wherein their timber, 
not in uſe, and moſt of their ſtore- maſts, are ſunk. under 
water for their better preſervation, The oak of their own: 
natural produce is brought hither by water-carriage down the 
Durance and the Rhone, chiefly from Franche Comte and 
Dauphine. Here, when we conſider, that by the erdonnance 
des eaux & ferets of 1669, the King has a ſovereign power over 
all the wood throughout his kingdom, we might imagine that, 
at leaſt, he could procure as much as would ſerve the. purpoſe 
of the royal navy; yet there was ſuch a want of it in this 
dock- yard, juſt at the concluſion of the war in 1748, that the 
King was obliged to purchaſe a large quantity of the Genoeſe, 
from a foreſt near Varreggio; and of the eccleſiaſticab ſtate, 
from a wood between Civita Vecchia and Rome; which I ſaw 
were uſed promiſcuouſly with their own in the conſtruction of 
three large ſhips then on the Rocks, namely, one of 90 guns, 
to be called the Foudrcyant; and two of 74 guns each ; one to 
be called the Orphee, the other the Temeraire *, 


I have 
* Theſe three ſhips were afterwards taken by us in the late was, 
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I have before obſerved, that, in purſuance of che new ordi- 
nance for uniting the department of the galleys to the marine, 
a conſiderable number of ſlaves were ſent hither from Mar- 
ſeilles. Accordingly, a range of building, on the weſt fide of 
the park, has been fitted up to ſerve for the bagnes, or lodgings, 
of theſe unhappy wretches, who hereafter are to be employed 
in all the laborious works for the King's ſervice. I have ſeen 
a hundred of them at a time employed in drawing large pieces 
of timber from one end of the yard to the other : theſe however, 
when upon ſuch duty, as I obſerved before, have an extra- 
ordinary allowance of 5 ſols per diem to each. 

Amongſt other enquiries, I thought it not the leaſt im- 
portant to be informed, if any Engliſh artificers were ſeduced 
hither, to be employed in any part of their works; and was 
aſſured, from the various methods I took of making my en- 
quiries, that all the ſhipwrights, carpenters, and workmen 
belonging to this dock, were natives of France, and chiefly 
of this province; nor could I find out or hear of any one 
Engliſhman employed in this part of the French King's 
ſervice. 

The dock is deep enough, on the weſt ſide, to admit of 
the men of war being hauled up cloſe to the ſhore, for the 
conveniency of taking in their tackling and ammunition, as 
alſo their freſh water by means of a high ciſtern, which is 
ſupplied from the rivulet in the adjoining plain, and from thence 
conveyed in tunnels into the butts on board the ſhips. 

With regard to the number of men of war they are enabled 
to build in this port, I muſt obſerve, that there 1s ſpace only 
for three or four of the line to be upon the ſtocks in one part 
of the yard, on the weſt of the inward harbour ; and for two 
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or three frigates in another part fronting ſouth to the baſon; 
though they pretend, that by the removal of ſome lumber, 
room can be made for more; fo as to have ten ſhips, that is, 
five of the line and five frigates upon the ſtocks at the ſame 
time. Not having the conveniency of a tide to help the launch, 
the want of it is ſupplied by a machine called an eel, which 
being caſed to the bottom of the ſhip, is made to flip from the 
props underneath with great celerity into the water. | 

Having mentioned the outward and inward harbours, 
I muſt explain, that the two points. of land, meeting within 
half a mile of each other at the extremity of the road, forms 
the outward harbour, which has forts on each fide of its en- 
trance, from. whence they can occaſionally put a chain of maſts 
acroſs from one ſide to the other. The inward harbour is arti- 
ficially formed, and encloſed from the outward by a mole, the 
entrance-into which is ſo narrow, as not to admit of more than 
one ſhip at a time, and a. chain is laid acroſs every night for 
greater ſecurity. Its expoſition is full ſouth, but ſo land-locked,, 
as to prevent the fight of the road, which winds to the ſouth- 
eaſt before it opens to the ſea; from whence it is ſaid to be 
the ſafeſt navigation of any road in Europe, all the way deep 
water, without a rock or ſhoal, quite to the anchoring, within 
the inward harbour. 

The plan of the dock-yards and harbours, as ſketched ow 
the other ſide, and the references pointing out the ſeveral 
parts above taken notice of, will I hope ſufficiently explains 
the foregoing deſcription. 
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R E MW 'A 1 1 


ON THE 


MARINE of FRANCE, &c. 


to one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, under the title of 
miniſter of the marine; who ſuperintends all the 
juriſdictions of the admiralty and the police of the ports, eſta- 
bliſhed by the ordonnance of 1681; as alſo the naval arma- 
ments and arſenals of the marine, regulated by the ordonnance 
of 1689. Thele are the two noted ordonnances, which contain 
all the rules and regulations, concerning both the civil œco- 
nomy, and military execution, by which the naval power of , 
France, was intended to be raiſed to an equality with its moſt 
formidable rivals. ” 0p | 
There are four royal ports ſubſervient to this adminiſtration, 
maintained by the King, and deſtined for the building and 
equipping the ſhips of his navy, namely, Toulon, Rochefort, 
Breſt, and Havre de Grace, which have other ports relevant 
and dependant on them; thus Marſeilles is dependant cn 
Toulon; Bayonne on Rochefort; Port Lewis on Breſt ; and 
O 2 | Dunkirk 
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Dunkirk on Havre de Grace. All the other ports of the 
kingdom, ſuch as Bcurdeaux, la Rochelle, Nantes, St. Malo, 
&c. are called ports des marchands. 

An intendant of the marine preſides at each of the royal 
ports; who, from time to time, ſends up to the miniſter at 
Verſailles, an account of the ſtate of his dock- yards, what 
works are going forward, and what ſtores and munitions are 
required: and at the end of every year, an eſtimate of the ex- 
pence is made out for the enſuing year, by the miniſter of the 
marine jointly with the comptroller- general of the finances; 
under the following articles reſpectively, viz. Appointments— 
day-labourers — ſalaries— armaments and diſarmaments— 
purchaſe of merchandizes and munitions— hoſpitals— hire of 
magazines— and extraordinary expences. Upon each of 
which, inſtructions are ſent down to the intendants, ac- 
cording to what ſhips may be neceſſary to be built, refitted, or 
equipped; or what ſtores may be wanting; or regulations 
neceſſary to be made: the expences of all which, we may 
ſuppoſe to vary every year, as they muſt depend on occaſio- 
nal circumſtances, and the different exigencies of the _ 
in times of peace, or of war. | 

With regard to the original material of timber for building 
their ſhips, the King, by the ordonnance des eaux & fortts in 
1669, aſſumes the ſovereign controul over all the woods and 
foreſts of his kingdom ; and by the naval ordonnance of 1689, 
for the better fupply of his royal arſenals, every ſubje& of 
France is forbid to fell any timber on his private eſtate, with- 
out giving previous notice to the intendant of the marine in 


that department to which he is neareſt ſituated ; - who muſt 
immediately 
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immediately ſend commiſſaries to examine if any be fit for 
the King's ſervice ; and whatever is, or likely to be fo, is 
marked to be taken.away, when wanted for the navy, upon 
payment of a price fixed by two ſkilful judges on behalf of 
the King, and on behalf of the owner; yet notwithſtanding 
theſe rigorous ordonnances, there is ſuch a deficiency of tim- 
ber, of the native growth of France, as to oblige the commiſ- 
faries to purchaſe great quantities from foreign countries, in- 
ſomuch that, in the conſtruction of moſt of their ſhips lately 
built, as I have obſerved at Toulon, they, are forced to make 
uſe of foreign timber of different countries, and of different 
ſpecies. They are obliged, from the like cauſe, to have re- 
courſe to a foreign ſupply, for great part of their naval ſtores ; 
and this chiefly by the interpoſition of Dutch merchants, and 
by Dutch navigation; all which materials muſt conſequently 
be fo much the dearer, as they are thus bought and intro- 
duced at ſecond-hand. _ 

The number of artificers and hired workmen employed in 
their yards, depends on the number of ſhips building at the 
time. The ſhipwrights are paid at the rate of 200 livres, or 
81. per month ; the carpenters from about eighteen-pence 
to 3 ſhillings a day, according to their dexterity ; common 
labourers from one ſhilling to eighteen-pence a day, beſides 
chips. All theſe have boys to aſſiſt them, who are put 
apprentices, at the King's expence, to learn and perpetuate 
the art. | | | 

The ſhips of war are now generally built by private under- 
takers upon contract; the King to find all the rough materials, 
the galley ſlaves to do the laboripus work, and after the 
| |  artificers 
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artificers have compleated the whole, according to the model, 
price and time agreed upon, ſuperviſors attend to examine 
and meaſure the work, and make their report. 

The King orders by what names his ſhips ſhall be called, 
the emblem of which is carved for its head ; thus inſtead of a 
lion, which is generally at the head of our men of war, the 
French have a different figure to each, by which its name is 
repreſented ; which being diſcovered at fea, we may find out 
not only its name, but, by inſpecting the liſt of their navy 
under the ſeveral columns, as in the appendix, diſcover alſo 
its rate, the number of guns and men, when built, and to 
what port it belongs. | 

When a ſhip is put into commiſſion, the King appoints the 
officers, and at the ſame time the commiſſaries of the marine 
compleat what they call the equipage, by ſummoning the en- 
rolled ſeamen, that are claſſed in their departments, to enter and 
make up the number wanting to man the ſhip, according to 
its rate. To this purpoſe, all the ſeafaring men, and even all 
that are concerned in the inland navigation on the rivers 
throughout the kingdom, are regiſtered and claſſed in the 
ſeveral departments of Toulon, Rochfort, and Breſt; each of 
which contain ſeveral provinces. For example, Toulon takes 
in Provence, Languedoc, and Roufſillon; Rochfort contains 
the country of Aunis, Poitou, Gaſcony, and Biſcay; and 
Breſt contains Brittany and Normandy. The regiſtry is 
made up of the numbers, which every town in theſe provinces 
is able to ſupply ; all that are liable to be called upon, being 
claſſed, as helonging to one or the other of theſe departments ; 
the liſts of which being too long to be inſerted here, I ſhall 

only 
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only ſet down the general recapitulation, as it appeared on 
paper, from the inſpection made by the commiſſaries ip 
1755, viz. In the department of Toulon 21,700— Rochfort 
21,000— Breſt 54,300—In all y, ooo - But, that we may not 
conceive too high a notion of the marine of France from ſuch 
a pompous liſt of ſeamen on their regiſtry, we muſt be cau- 
tioned, that amongſt - theſe are regiſtered all the ſhip-car- 
penters, coopers, and iron ſmiths employed in the ſeveral dock- 
yards; alſo all the boatmen, bargemen, floatmen, and fiſher- 
men, excerciſing their trades on the ſeveral ſtreams and rivers 
throughout the interior parts of the kingdom; and laſtly, the 
invalids and ſuperannuated ſeamen, who, though incapable 
of ſervice, are kept upon the regiſter, All theſe being deducted, 
will take off near one third of the numbers of what they call 
their claſſed ſeamen. The remainder we may ſuppoſe to be 
ſuch freſh and able-bodied ſeamen as are alternately employcd 
in the King's or merchants ſervice: what their real amount 
may be, I ſhall endeavour preſently to aſſertain. 

All, who are thus regiſtered, are deemed as impreſſed men, 
and obliged to ſerve the King when called upon; for which 
purpoſe, the commiſſary not only enters the name and place 
of abode, but the deſcription of each individual; and who- 
ever keeps out of the way, or neglects to refort immediately 
to the port and ſhip to which he is fummoned by beat of drum, 
when afterwards found, is ſent to the galleys and confined for 
life. It appears from hence, that compulſion is uſed in France 
as well as in England, for manning their fleets, 


Beſides 
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Beſides the firſt diviſion of regiſtered ſeamen in ſeparate de- 
partments, each department is ſubdivided into ſeveral claſſes, 
and each claſs is ſummoned to ſerve the King one year in three; 

at the end of which, they receive a certificate, by way of per- 
mit, to go into the merchants ſervice. Such as remain on land, 
are reviewed twice a year by the commiſſaries of the claſs to 
which they belong : thoſe whoſe turn it is to be in the King's 
ſervice, are not choſen or picked men by the captains, but are 
directed to go on board ſach ſhips as the commiſſaries ſhall 
appoint ; ; againſt whom complaints are often made for receiv- 
ing pecuniary gratifications, to ſummon the worſt into the 
King's ſhips, and reſerving the beſt to ſerve the merchants. 

I muſt alſo mention another circumſtance attending this 
method of regiſtering, worthy perhaps of our attention, 
though I never found it remarked by any writers; I mean, 
that the ſhips of theſe different ports are manned by the ſea- 
men regiſtered in each of their departments, who being of dif- 
ferent provinces, have different diſpoſitions, and ſpeak a dif- 
ferent pators or dialect, unintelligible to the others; ſo that 
when the Breſt and Toulon ſquadrons meet they join 
like the allied ſquadrons of two different nations, and not 
without ſome contempt of each other: for theſe of Toulon 
aſſume the merit of being more dextrous at their arms, and 
the manner of fighting their ſhips ; ; whilſt thoſe at Breſt, 
being uſed to rougher ſeas, pique themſelves upon their 
ſuperior agility in navigation. 

The department of the galleys, which was Amt 
from that of the men of war, is now united to it by the edict 


of September 1748, concerning which it is unneceſſary ta 
add 
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add any more to what I have already deſcribed-in my account 
of the arſenal of Marſeilles, to which I beg leave to refer. 
I There are likewiſe a number of marine ſoldiers, who are, 
equally with the ſailors, under the admiralty juriſdiction, and 
do not belong to the department of the miniſter at war, nor 
are they incorporated into regiments, but divided into com- 
panies, and generally put on board in' detached parties with 
officers to command them. Beſides theſe, there are alſo the 
gardes de la marine, who are young gentlemen of family, 
educated at the academies eſtabliſhed at the three ports of 
Toulon, Rochfort, and Breſt, to be inſtructed in the naval 
military art, as well as the art of navigation; and accordingly 
are taught the exerciſe of ſmall arms, ſhooting at a mark, 
firing the cannon, and all other parts of practical gunnery : 
| they are lodged, boarded and inſtructed at the King's expence, 
in convenient buildings erected in the arſenals, and upon va- 
cancies are promoted to be officers on board his Majeſty's 
ſhips. 

The King's monthly pay, to a hip in ce . com- 
mences on the day of the laſt review the commiſſary of 
the port makes before the ſhip is to depart, and ceaſes 
on the very day of its return. This pay is ſettled 
according to the proportions preſcribed by the ordon- 
nance of 1689, which, from the firſt table annexed to it, 
appears to be, for every captain 3oo livres per month, 
lieutenants 100 livres, enſigns, chaplains, ſurgeons, and pur- 
ſers, upon an average, 50 livres. All other officers, under the 
various diſtinctions of maſters, pilots, gunners, and boatſwains, 
from 15 to 20 livres; and as to. the common men, divided 
#nto able-bodied and freſh ſeamen, the pay to the firſt is. 15 


P livres, 
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livres, and to the latter only 12 livres per month: to which 

we muſt add the gratifications to the officers, by way of al- 

lowance for their table and ſervants, which makes the ex- 

pence of pay to the government much more conſiderable 
than what is above ſpecified. 

The ſecond table, annexed to the ordonnance, ſpecifies the 
proviſions, rigging, ſtores and ammunition neceſſary to each 
ſhip in proportion to its rate and number of men; the prices 
of which cannot be put down with any certainty, as they vary 
in different times and in different countries. In England we 
know, that the whole expence for manning and victualling a 
King's ſhip is granted by parliament, at the rate of 4 l. ſterling 
per man; which ſum is divided in certain proportions allotted 
for the pay of the officers and ſeamen according to their ranks, 
and for the charge of victualling the ſhip according to its rate; 
in the repartition of which, we find the pay to our officers and 
ſeamen double to the French; beſides that the proviſions of 
meat and drink are twice as good; and the accomodations in 
general more cleanly and wholeſome. Theſe expences, in the 
French accounts, are ſet down in ſeparate articles; and ac- 
cording to their eſtimates, the victualling and pay, and the wear 
and tear of ammunition, calculated upon an average, appear 
to be rather Jeſs than ours; but their firſt expence of. pur- 
chaſing the materials for building, and the ſtores for equiping, 
conſiderably more: fo that the total expence in France under 
the ſeveral articles of appointments, falaries, armaments and 
diſarmaments, purchaſe of munitions, &c. as mentioned in the 

beginning, being added to the military pay, and what is 
f called the erat major, or civil adminiſtration of their marine, 
| exceeds 
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exceeds the total expence in England in fitting out the ſame 
number of ſhips, according to what is granted by our parlia- 
ment under the ſeveral eſtimates, for the ordinary of the navy; 
the building and repairing of ſhips; and the. * pay of 
ſeamen. 

But it is not only the greater expence in n fitting out an equal 
number of ſhips with England, that prevents France from 
having an equal armament at ſea, but its ſituation on the con- 
tinent prevents alſo an equal opportunity for navigation, 
which naturally conſtitutes the maritime power of the Britiſh 
iſlands. For this reaſon, the power of France is rather founded 
on the military eſtabliſhment. of a large body of land forces; 
a ſervice which alſo ſeems moſt adapted to the genius of their 
people, eſpecially of the better fort; and accordingly their 
marine has always been conhidered only as a ſecondary object. 

It appears from hence, that the adyancement of the naval 
power in France muſt be chiefly, owing to that ſpirit of trade, 
and thoſe means of navigation, which the commercial people, 
reſiding in their maritime ports, have within this laſt century 
been endeavouring to encreale ; for, upon the whole, a power 
at ſea can only depend on the encreaſe of ſeamen, and the en- 
creaſe of ſeamen upon the encreaſe of navigation. 

This may lead us to examine how far the pavieation " 8 
France, and conſequently its naval, power, may be extended; 
and how far, and in what parts, we ſhould endeavour, agree- 
ably to the deſign of my former. repreſentations, to-weaken 
that power, or at leaſt to reſtrain it from encreaſing. 

In entring upon this examination, we may obſerve, that as 
neither the ſpirit of the F reach government, nor the methods 
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of its adminiſtration are favourable to their marine, ſo neither 
doth that branch of their trade, which is carried on to the 
other parts of Europe, contribute much to its ſupport. For 
although commerce is generally mentioned as the ſupport of a 
naval power, yet it muſt mean ſuch a commerce as is carried 
on by a navigation at ſea. But we are to conſider, that great 
ſhare of the products and manufactures of France are conveyed 
into the interior parts of the continent by inland carriage; and 
that what is demanded by her maritime neighbours, is 
fetched away upon the foreign bottoms of thoſe ſhips, each 
nation ſends thither to purchaſe them. The ſituation like- 
wiſe of their country, interſected as it is by other dominions, 
admits of little opportunity of a coaſting-trade, the firſt intro- 
duction and great nurſery of young ſeamen ; and this has been 
rendered yet the leſs neceſſary, by the many canals which 
have been cut to make a communication from one ſea to the 
other, through the inland parts of the kingdom. 

Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe obſtacles, their naval hiſtory 
will inform us of very conſiderable armaments they have equiped 
at different times. Witneſs the great fleets Lewis the XIV" ſent 
out in the latter part of the laſt century, whilſt he had at the 
ſame time an immenſe army at land to oppoſe the united force 
of almoſt all the powers of Europe. But this violent effort, like 
ſtrength when it is overſtrained, was the cauſe of its being 
afterwards the more weakened; for from thence their re- 
venues being exhauſted; and their trade ruined, their marine 
declined in proportion ſo low, that in the year 1720, they had 
ſcarce 20 ſhips of the line fit for ſervice ; but from that period 
to 1744, during the long continuance of a peace, they revived 

their 
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their trade, and increaſed their navigation to ſuch a degree, 
as to threaten meeting us at ſea with a powerful armament. 
This was in fome meaſure checked by the captures we made 
during the four years of the laſt war, yet in the ſubſequent 
interval of peace, being left in the free enjoyment of thoſe 
trades on which their navigation depended, they had fo far 
recruited their naval force, that at the beginning of the war 
in 1756, jt appeared no leſs formidable than it was at the 
beginning of the war in 1744. Since therefore we have been 
provoked by freſh renewals of hoſtilities, let it now be the 
principal object of our oppoſition, to weaken the means of 
their naval power ; I mean, by annoying thoſe. trades by 
which their navigation has been chiefly promoted, and by 
which only it can be recruited and enlarged. 

To this purpoſe, it will be neceſſary to examine the pre- 
ſent ſtate of their naval force, according to the number of the 
King's ſhips belonging to the ſeveral; royal ports of the king- 
dom, of which I procured a liſt taken a little time before 
the commencement of the war in 1756; and as this contains 
an account of their names, rates, when and where built and 
refitted ; and of their quantity of cannon, weight of metal, 
and number of men, I have annexed it at the end, by way of 
appendix, that ſo long a detail might not interrupt what I 
propoſe to be conſidered from the following obſervations. 
To introduce which, I muſt however beg leave to ſtate a re- 
capitulation, of the number of Pope's and of the men, as fol: 
loweth. | 
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| Ships. | No of man, 
Firſt r rates — 6 — — 5600 
Second rates —— 22 —— —— 16500. 
Third rates —— 29 —— —— 16820 


Fourth rates 9 — — 3600 
Total of line of battle 66 42 520 N 
Frigates 23 — 50 50 


Flutes and ſtore ſhips 7 ———- —— 2000 


Chebecques 4 — * 
Advice-boat— 3 | 
Bomb-ketch — 1 | 500 
Sloops 9 
Total number of all 11 * 50 690 


I have not added the crews of the ſeveral galleys, ſince they 
are not to be conſidered as ſeamen, and ſince, by the late 
change made in that department, they are to be employed for 
the future only in the dock-yards, and not out at ſea. 

But let us remark, that this account, given on paper, of the 
preſent ſtate of their navy, like all other accounts the French 
give of their own ſtrength and riches, is greatly exaggerated : 
for we ſhall find upon enquiry, that many of their ſhips, whoſe 
names appear on the liſt, are through age and decay, unfit for 
ſervice ; that the naval ſtores in their arſenals are inſufficient 
for even the number of ſhips that are fit for ſervice; and that 
laſtly, whatever number of ſhips they may be able to equip, 
great part of them -muſt remain inactive, like empty hulks, 
in 
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in their harbours, for want of a ſufficient nnmber of ſeamen 
to put them into motion. For though the King may build ſhips, 
he cannot build ſeamen: theſe can only be made by being 
employed in navigation, and conſequently the number of their 
able-bodied ſeamen will be no more, than what wall anſwer 
to the proportion of their navigation. 

To judge of this proportion, I muſt refer to the account, 
which I have alſo procured, of the number, the tonnage and 
thedeſtination of all themerchant ſhips, with the number of their 
ſeamen, and in what trades they are employed. This I have annex- 
ed in the appendix, next after the liſt of the King's ſhips, and from 
whence it appears, that the number of ſeamen employed in 
their ſeveral branches of commerce amount to 46488. All 
theſe being regiſtered and divided into ſeveral claſſes, as I ob- 
ſerved before, are ſummoned to ſerve alternately, one year in 
three, on board his Majeſty's ſhips; and if there were no 
other ſeamen to ſupply their place on board the merchants 
ſhips, the conſequence would be a ſtop to one third of their 
commerce ; but we muſt ſuppoſe that the navigation of the 
King's ſhips, employed in cruiſing, or in exerciſing their ma- 
rine, or in protecting their colonies, . breed up and employ an 
additional number of ſailors, equal at leaſt to one third of 
what are employed by the merchants z which third amount- 
ing to 15496, being added to the 46488, will make the total 
number to be 61984 of freſh and able-bodied ſeamen, to ſerve 
in the King's navy, and the merchants ſhips: or if the King 
ſhould demand them all, and put a total ſtop to trade, would 
be ſufficient to man his fleet, ſuppoſing it to be as large as 
above ſtated : eſpecially as each of the King's ſhips takes on 
board 
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board a number of men out of the independant companies of 
the marines to cempleat the equipage according to its rate. 

Let us now examine from what branches of commerce fo 

large a number of ſeamen are chiefly raiſed : this has been the 
main object of my enquiries concerning the ſtate of their ma- 
rine ; in which it will appear, from the following obſervations, 
that the navigation of France owes its advancement to thoſe 
branches of commerce, which are carried on by long ſea 
voyages to the remote parts of the world ; and that amongſt 
theſe, it is chiefly ſupported by their Mediterranean trade, 
by their ſugar iſlands in the Weſt Indies, and by their Nor- 
thern fiſheries in America. 

This points out to us, that in the proſecution of a war with 
France, we ſhould exert our naval ſtrength, chiefly to annoy 
theſe three branches of their commerce. To which purpoſe I 
have endeavoured to deſcribe, in my foregoing repreſentations, 
how far their ſouthern maritime provinces, and the two prin- 
cipal ſea ports of Marſeilles and Toulon, may be diſtreſſed by 
the deſtination and proper diſpoſition of our fleet in the Medi- 
terranean ; and now beg leave farther to add a few remarks 
on the expediency of another deſtination of our fleet, to attack 
their weſtern iſlands, and northern fiſheries in America: for 
fince this war has been kindled in thoſe more diſtant parts of 
the world, which are the next chief reſources of their naval 
power, we ſhould there principally exert our naval ſtrength, 
from whence the conqueſt will be more eaſy, and our acqui- 
ſitions of infinite more importance to the trade and navigation 
of Old England, than any other we my hope for on the con- 
tinent of America. 
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I dv not mean by this to depreciate the merit of any in- 
tended enterprizes on land, againſt either Canada or any of the 
forts the French have erected to ſupport their unjuſtifiable 
pretenſions, with regard to the limits of the interior parts of 
our ſettlements, as well as to the antient limits of Nova Scotia 
or Acadia *, The French miniſtry had warning given them, 
that if they would not ſubmit theſe diſputes to be decided by 
an amicable negociation; they might expect a more diſagree- 
able method of deciſion. Accordingly, by their perſiſting in the 
moſt trifling chicaneries, to elude the arguments and proofs 
offered in ſupport of his Majeſty's right, they gave the firſt oc- 
caſion to the war; and we are now juſtified in endeavouring 
to decide the limits on both ſides, by taking the whole into 
our poſſeſſion ; and ſhould we, by the perſeverance and courage 
of our troops, now preparing to be ſent thither, ' procure the 
dominion of all the diſtricts ſo long diſputed, our ſubjects in 
thoſe parts will then be free from the apprehenſions of being 
any more alarmed by French encroachments, or * ſcalping 
Indians. 

This end being obtained, we are not to hope for any farther 
beneficial conſequences, with reſpect to trade in thoſe interior 
parts, there being none that would anſwer the expence of 
procuring it; and as to the navigation that may be expected 


* See the memorials of the Engliſh and French commiſſaries, concerning 
the limits of Nova Scotia or Acadia, printed in 1755 as alſo a pamphlet 
publiſhed at the ſame time by. the Author of this treatiſe, entitled, A fair repre- 
ſentation of his Majeſty's right, briefly ſtated, with an anſwer to the objections 
contained in a French treatiſe, entitled, Difeuſſion ny for | les Anciennes 


limites de P Acadie, 
Q_ | from 
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from thence, it is ſo inconſiderable, that I never could find 
more than ſever ſhips had been loaded in any one year, with 
merchandize, between Old France and Quebec. I deſire to 
be underſtood, not to include the ſhips that are bound to the 
Weſt Indies, who ſometimes call at Louiſbourgh and Quebec, 
to exchange part of their ladings for lumber, with which they 
make a trading voyage to the weſtern iſlands, and bring back 
their cargoes of ſugar to Europe; for theſe are more properly 
to be numbered in the lift of the Weſt India ſhips, and not 
as ſhips employed in the direct trade between Old France and 
Canada. It is ſurpriſing, when we conſider the ſuperior ad- 
vantages the Engliſh enjoy from their ſituation on the maritime 
coaſts of the ſame continent, that they ſhould be tempted to 
penetrate into the more inland parts, to which the French 
have been driven by neceſſity; and who are not to be envied, 
for the ſmall profits they acquire by the fur and peleterie 
trade, called by themſelves le petit commerce; in which their 
hunters, who go under the denomination of coureurs de bots ; 
often find their paſſage obſtructed by woods and rocks, rapid 
currents, and ſavage Indians. To prevent therefore our ſubjects 
from wandring into ſuch inhoſpitable diſtricts, I beg leave to 
mention a policy enforced by the government of France, 


which may be worthy of our imitation; I mean the orders 
that are ſent to the intendants of their provinces, and the com- 
mandants of every fort in Canada and Louiſiania, not to 
ſuffer any new habitations, as the French ſettlements are called, 
fo far diſtant from their reſpective capitals, as to be out of the 
reach of their protection. If our ſettlers therefore could be 
thus reſtrained to live more united, and nearer to the 
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maritime coaſts, it would add more ſtrength to the govern- 
ment of our colonies, and prevent the hazard of thoſe frequent 

broils we hear of, between them and the inland Indian nations. 
I now return to point out the greater importance of ex- 
tending: our enterprizes againſt the French ſugar iſlands, as 
they are more immediately our rivals, not only by the en- 
largement of their trade, but alſo by the increaſe of their navi- 
gation, And as this is the only foundation of a naval power, 
ſo it is that power only, by which France can be formidable 
to England. Now the French navigation has been encreaſed by 
theſe iſlands, to ſuch a degree, as ought to alarm us much more 
than any encroachments their ſettlers have made on the con- 
tinent of America. By the accounts I-have ſeen of the differ- 
ence, within theſe twenty years paſt; of the tonnage, as well 
as of the number of ſhips, belonging to Martinique and St. 
Domingue, both have amounted to more than double what 
they were in 1730; the number of ſhips and ſailors, and 
quantity of tonnage they employed, juſt before the war broke 
out, being as follows: 'To Martinique, Guadaloupe, and 
other iflands' in the Antilles, 129 ſhips, 30,000 tons, and 
3875 men; To St. Dominigue 207 ſhips, 40,000 tons, and 
5175 men; in all, 336 ſhips, 70,000 tons, and 9o50 men. 
Each of thefe ſhips moreover is obliged every-voyage it makes 
outwards, to take in a nutuber of green men, as the freſh land- 
men are called, to make an additional encreaſe of ſeamen. 
Judge from hence, how neceſſary it may be to ſtop the progreſs 
of that power, which we are now able to deſtroy by our pre- 
ſent ſuperior ſtrength at ſea: that the ronqueſt alfo of ſome of 
theſe iſlands, not propet to be mentioned here” by name, 
Q 2 would 
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would not be difficult, I will preſume to ſuggeſt, from the 
little oppoſition that will be made by the natives, on account 
of their diſcontent under the preſent adminiſtration of the 
French government; as they think themſelves greatly oppreſ- 
ſed by ſome ſevere edicts lately ſent over, for encreaſing the 
ferm of the domaine d'occident, and by ſeveral military ordon- 
nances, which they conceive have thrown too great a power 
into the hands of the commandants ; for as the conſtitution of 
France is military, ſo every ſyſtem, even trade itſelf, is ſub- 
ſervient to a military power. 

Here it may be neceſſary to explain, that as all the French 
poſſeſſions in America are under the department of the marine, 
ſo even their military government there is under the ſame; 
conſequently, all the ſoldiers ſent thither, either for the defence 
of the continent, or the iſlands, not being enliſted, nor taking 
their commiſitons, as regulars, from the ſecretary at war, 
no private men are fent to ſerve in this inferior eſtabliſhment, 
but ſuch as have been refuſed for the land ſervice; and indeed 
the ſupply is generally made up of ſuch vagabonds and miſer- 
able naked beggars, as the magiſtrates conſign over to the 
commiſſaries of the marine to be tranſported ; the King al- 
lowing only 3o livres, for the taking up and tranſporting each 
man : nor do they receive any pay, nor even cloathing, until 
they arrive at the port of their deſtination; where they are 
ſupplied out of the common military ſtock ; and being uſually 
ſhut up in their paſſage, like ſo many felons, they often 
become peſtilential, and ſometimes more than half periſh before 
their arrival. 


Such 


(121) 

Such forces as theſe are ſent, and can only be ſent, ac- 
cording to the preſent French ſyſtem, for the aſſiſtance of 
their colonies in America; whoſe natives therefore are obliged 
to raiſe a militia for their better defence, and from whom, 
eſpecially from the iſland planters, I have before ſuggeſted, 
we need not apprehend much reſiſtance. But notwithſtand- 
ing this has been the uſual and antient ſyſtem of the de- 
partments in the French miniſtry, yet, juſt before the war 
was declared, .the King was obliged to change it, and to order 
a body of regular land forces to go over to protect Louisbourgh 
and Canada, which it was imagined we intended. to attack: 
This at firſt occaſioned ſome diſcontent in the army, ſeveral 
officers declaring. they did not think it derogatory to their 
honour to refuſe being put under the marine department, as 
they had taken their commiſſions to ſerve on land in Europe 
only. However, theſe diſcontents were in ſome meaſure ap- 
peaſed, by appointing chiefly Swiſs regiments, with a foreign 
commander ; and ſuch of the French officers, as agreed to go, 
were advanced both in their pay and rank. Part of theſe 
forces were taken in June 1755 in the Alcide and Lys French 
men of war near Newfoundland, by the Dunkirk and 
Defyance, being part of admiral Boſcawen's ſquadron, failing 
at that time to the coaſt of North America, to ſecure his Ma- 

jeſty's juſt rights in thoſe parts. | 
Theſe hoſtilities being began before the war, occaſioned ſoon 
after an open declaration *, which has been followed by the 
reduction of Port Royal, and the iſland of Louisbourgh. - This 
in the end will prove the more important to us, if hereby we 


* May 18, 1756. af 3 
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aſſume thoſe rights of fiſhery in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, 


which had been yielded to the French by former treaties. This 
fiſhery, together with that on the banks of N ewfoundland, I 
have before numbered, amongſt the chief nurſeries for their 
ſeamen, and the encreaſe of their naval power; more eſpecially 
as the French have adopted the principle in our act of navi- 
gation, of enjoining, that all their ſhips ſhould be manned by 
at leaſt two]thirds of the natives of their own kingdom, and that 
there ſhould be a certain number of novices taken on board 
each ſhip, in proportion to its burthen, on every new trip 

they ſhould make to theſe ſeas; where the weather being 
uſually tempeſtuous, proves to be the beſt voyage for the 
breed of ſailors, as it teaches them to be ſkillful, and enures 
them to be hardy. The fiſhery in theſe parts is divided into 
two branches, namely, the dry cod, and the green, or what 
we call the mud fiſhery. The ſhips employed in this latter 
branch, on the banks of Newfoundland, are generally from 
50 to 150 tons, and carry from 12 to 25 men each, with the 
addition of two novices in every ſeaſon. The fiſh carried to 
the ſtages erected in that part of Newfoundland, which was 
allotted them, for that purpoſe, by the treaty of Utrecht, to 
be there dryed, and which therefore goes under the name of 
their dry fiſhery, employs ſhips of a larger burthen, viz. 
from 120 to 350 tons, who. carry from 45 to 120 men iu 


each. The ports, from whence they uſually ſet out, are from 


St. Maloes, Cherbourg, Grandville, Morlaix, Breſt, Nantes, 
Oloune, Rochelle, Marſeilles, &c. Theſe have long continued in 
an emulation for earrying on the ſeveral branches of the trade 
as abovementioned, which general competition, though it may 

have 
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have occaſioned a decreaſe in fome ports, yet, upon the whole, 
it has greatly enlarged both the trade and navigation. For ex- 
ample, all theſe northern fiſheries, in 1730, employed only 
296 ſhips, 26007 tons, and 7489 men; whereas the follow- 
ing is the preſent ſtate of their numbers, adding what are 
employed from Cape Breton, Gaſpaye, and on the coaſts of 
Labrador; which are veſſels from 50 to 100 tons, and about 
25 men to each, viz. 
| Ships Tons. Men. 
Mud fiſhery — — —— 190 19000 3420 
Dry Cod — — — 140 35000 11200 
Cape Breton fiſhery — — 75 5625 1350 


FT 4 59625 15970 


I muſt now refer to the ſum total of all the French com- 
mercial ſhips, the quantity of their tonnage, and number of 
ſeamen employed in the ſeveral parts of the world ; which in 
No 2. of the appendix, we find amounts to 2301 ſhips, carry- 
ing 244540 tons, and 46488 ſeamen. If from hence we ab- 
ſtrat thoſe that are employed in the three branches of trade, 
which I have mentioned as objects of our oppoſition, namely, 
the trade in the Mediterranean; the ſugar iſlands; and the 
fiſheries in America; they amount to 1513 ſhips, carrying 
196457 tons, and 34304 ſeamen; which comprehend about 
two thirds of all the trade and navigation of France. Judge 
therefore the advantages we may gain by exerting our ſtrength 
at ſea, in a vigorous oppoſition to theſe three principal 
branches of their naval power ; for although a diſpute about 

the 
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the limits of ſome inland territories might have been the cauſe 
of the war, yet to leſſen their marine ſhould be our conſtant 
object: by doing this, we ſhall obtain juſtice in the other. 
To a maritime and trading kingdom, extent of land will be 
of no farther advantage than as it may contribute to the 
extent of trade. Upon theſe conſiderations, I may venture to 
lay it down as a true ſyſtem of Britiſh policy, never to enter 
into diſputes with F rance, where trade is not concerned 3 
nor even to attempt the procuring of trades, where no ſhip- 
ping is employed. The French continental trades cannot 
therefore be ſo much the object of our jealouſy, as thoſe men- 
tioned above, which employ a large navigation, and conſe- 
quently encreaſe and ſtrengthen the naval power of France. 

Upon the whole, it muſt be an additional pleaſure to an 
Engliſhman, whilſt he is informed of the methods of weaken- 


ing his enemy's force at ſea, to reffect how effectually we may 
do it by the ſuperior ſtrength of our own naval power; a ſuperio- 


rity acquired by the principles enforced by our act of navigation; 
by our fiſheries and coaſting-trade ; by our iſlands and planta- 
tions; and even by our colonies on the contigent of America 
bordering on the ſeas : all which promote ſo vaſt a navigation, 
as to enable us to be the carriers for others, even where we 
have no trade ourſelves. So that whilſt France has a com- 
merce more extenſive than its navigation, England appears 
to have a navigation more extenſive than its commerce. From 
hence we are provided with failors to man our navy, without 
interrupting the courſe of trade; whereas, the French, if 
they carry on a trade, muſt lay-by their fleet ; or, if they 


ſend out their fleet, they muſt lay- by their trade. Let us there-. 
| fore 
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fore maintain our preſent ſuperiority at ſea, by exerting our 
ſtrength only upon that element where we are ſuperior. Let 
us particularly avail ourſelves of it in thoſe parts, from whente 
France is moſt likely to form its naval power; which, if not 
kept down and depreſſed, may in time become a formidable 
rival to our own. By thus attacking our enemy on the 
weak fide, or where the power of our enemy may be 
weakened, according to the maxim I ſet out with in my 
former repreſentation, we may acquire the moſt conſiderable 
advantage to our commerce and marine ; an advantage, 
which, by the bleſſing of God, if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves, we are the more likely to procure, as the natural 
ſtrength of England, properly exerted by ſea, and fingly op- 
poſed to the ſingle power of France, has always maintained 
the ſuperior dominion. 


N NT Bb - 


( 126 ) 
Ne 1. 
A lift of the King's ſhips belonging to France, before the 


declaration of war in 1756. 


Firſt Rates. 
Men and guns as under ſpecified— lower tire 36— upper 24 pounders. 
Ports, Ships names. Guns. Men. When built or refitted. 


Breſt Le Soleil Royal go 1000 1749 
Ditto Le Formidable go 1000 1749 
Ditto Le duc de Bourgogne 84 goo 1751 


Ditto Lie Ocean 84 goo 1752 
Toulon Le Foudroyant 84 900 1749 
Ditto Le Tonant 84 goo 1740 
Second Rates. 
Men 750o — Guns 74— lower tire 36 — upper 18 pounders, 
Ports. Ships names. When built or refitted. 
Breſt — Le Magnifque — —— 1745 


Ditto — —— Le Courageux — — 1752 

Ditto — —— Le Heros — —— —— 1752 

Ditto — Le Dauphin — 1735—749 
Ditto — Le Palmier —— —— 1752 

Ditto — —— Le Superbe —— — 1736-1747 
Ditto — — LEfperance —— —— 1724-1747 
Ditto — — L'Entrepenant — —— 1751 

Ditto — —— Le Defenſeur — —— 1750 

Ditto — — Le Sceptre — ——— 1747 

Ditto — —— Le Couronne — — 1748 


Breſt 
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Second Rates continued. 


| ow Ships names. | When built or refitted, 
Breſt — —— L'Algonquin — —— 17 52 Quebec 
Toulon — —— L'Intrepide —— —— 1745 


Ditto — —— Le Conquerant — —— 1745 
Ditto — —— Le Ferme — 1723-1752 
Ditto — —— Le Temeraire — —— 1750 
Ditto — —— Le Redoutable — —— 1750 
Ditto — — L Hector — 1752 
Ditto — — Le Guerrier —— — 1751 
Rochfort — — Le Prudent — 1751 
Ditto — — Le Fleuriſſant— — 1750 
Ditto — Le Juſte — — 1751 
Third Rates. 
Men 580 — Guns 64.1 lover tire 24. upper 12 pounders. 
Ports. Ships names. I ben built or refitted. 
| Breſt — —— Le Protee —— —— 1747 
Ditto — — Le Lys — 1740 
Ditto — —— Le Dragon — 1746 
Ditto — — L'Illuftre — —— —— 1759 
Ditto — — L'Adtif — — 1752 
Ditto — Le Bizare — 1750 
Ditto. — —— Le Leopard —— — 1747 
Ditto — — Le St. Michel — —— 1738—1731 
Ditto — — EAmphion — 1749 
Ditto — — Le Bienfaifant — 1748 
Ditto — —— Le fleuve de St. Laurent -- 1748 
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Third Rates continued. 
Ports, Ships names. | When built or refitted. 
Toulon — —— L'Alcide —— — 1743 
Ditto — —— LHeureux — ĩT— 1727 
Ditto — —— Le Content —— — 1748 
Ditto — — Le Triton —— — 1748 
Ditto — — L'Achile —— —— 1748 
Ditto — — L'Oriflame —— — 1745 
Ditto — —— Le Fier — —— — 1745 
Ditto — —— LHercule —— — 1749 
Ditto — —— L'Orphtee —— — 1750 
Ditto — Le Lion — 17,0 
Ditto — Le Sage —_— 
Rochfort f Easlih, taten. — 1744—1752 
Ditto — — L' Opiniatre— — 1750 
Ditto — — L' Hardi — — — 1751 
Ditto — — Le Capricieux —— — 1751 
Ditto — — L'Inflexible — — 1751 
Ditto — — LEveille — — — 1751 
Ditto — — L'Aigle — — — 1751 

Fourth Rates. 


Men and guns as under ſpecified— lower tire 18— upper tire 8 poundets. 


Guns. Men. Il len built or refitted. 


Ports. 


Breſt 
Ditto 


Ships names. 


L'Arc en Ciel — — 50 
L'Aquilon 


— — 50 


420 
420 


1740 


17311751 


Breſt 


(a9 


Pema . r 
Angleſea, 
Breſt "IR On 
Ditto — — La Favourite 46 
Toulon — — L'Alcyoen 50 
Ditto — — Le Tigre 36 
Ditto — — Lhippopotame 34 


Rochfort — L Apollon 58 
Havre de Grace La Junon 54 
Fregates. 
Ports. Ships names. Guns. 
Breſt — — La Sirene 30 
Ditto — — La Comete 26 
Ditto — — 45 8 22 
Ditto — — L'Heraine 26 
Toulon — — La Valage 32 
Ditto — — La Roſe 24 
Ditto — — La Pomone 32 
Ditto — — La Flore 30 
Ditto — — La Gracieuſe 26 
Ditto — — La Diane 36 
Rochfort — LAltalanta 36 
Ditto — — Le Zephyre 36 
22 


Ditto — — La Fidele 


Rewrth Rotet contiuued. 
 " Ships mans. Guns. Aer. When built un Pefitted. 


420 


300 


420 


420 
439 


420 - 
350 


1744—1751 


1748 


1731-1751 
1726—1748 


1750 


1750-1751 


17 


1745 
1752 


1752 


1752 
1729 
1750 
1749 
1750 
1751 
1742 
1730 
1748 


» When built or reſitted. 


1752 
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Fregates continued. 
Ports. Ships names, Guns. 
Rochfort — L'Hermione 24 200 
Ditto — — La Friponne 22 200 
Ditto — — La Marthe 22 200 
Ditto — — La Nymphe 22 200 
Havre de Grace L'Emiraude 32 240 
Ditto — — La Mutine 26 220 
Ditto — — La Galathee 24 190 
Ditto — — La Topaſe 26 220 
Ditto — — La Thetis 26 - 220 
Ditto — = 5 160 

Flutes or Storeſhips. 
Ports, Ships names. Guns, 
Breſt — — Le Chariot Royal 36 
Ditto — — La Loire — 48 
Ditto — — Le Rhinoceros — 10 
Ditto — — Le Camelion —— 18 
Ditto — — L'Anna Sophia —— 22 
Ditto — — Le Parham — 22 
Toulon — La Seine — — 48 


Aden. When built or uufrtad 


1749 
1745 
1746 
1751 


1745 


1745 
1745 


175⁰ 


1750 
1747 


Men. 
350 


330 


200 
250 
250 
250 
350 


( x31, ) 
Chebecques, 


* 
* 


. Names, Guns, 
—— L'ndiſcret 24 
————— Le Requin 24 


— Le Serpent 18 
— Le Ruſc 18 
Advice Boats. 
L'Amaranthe 12 
L'Anemone 12 
La Badine 6 
One Bomb Ketch 
La Tempete 6 
Shops. 
La Palombe ** 
La Pintade 
La Fauvete 
La Dorade 
L'Eſturgeon 
La Marne 
La Macreuſe 
La Marie Magdeleine 
La Sirene du Nord 


120 1747 
120 1747 
bo 1745 


1725 
. Galley. 


LA 
La Reine 


La Dauphine 


La Brave 
L'Ambitieuſe 
L'Eclatante 
La Ferme 
L'Heroine 
La Fortune 
La Ducheſſe 
La Hardie 
La Valeur 


Recapitulation. 


Firſt Rates 
Second 
Third 
Fourth 


[||] 


66 Ships of the Line. 
Fregates — — 23 F 
Flutes — — 7 
Chebecques —— — 4 
Advice Boats — — 3 
Bomb Ketch — —— 1 
Sloops — — 
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Ns 2. 


An Account of the number of French merchant ſhips, in what 
trades they are employed, with their tonnage and number of 


ſeamen— viz. 

In what trades: 
The American Iſlands — 336 
Louiſiana — 4 
Canada — — 7 
Mediterranean, Levant, &c. 772 
Spain — 2 


Holland — 69 
Great Britain and Ireland = 54 
The North — 25 
Senegal — — 7 
Guinea — — II 
Eaſt Indies —— 12 
Flanders — 12 

Fiſheries in North America, 
and on the bank of N — * 5 

foundland — — 
Herring fiſhery — 187 
Whale fiſhery — 29 
2301 


„ 1 £4 


Ne of ſhips. Tonnage. 
70000 


goo 
980 


59832 
18268 


3297 
2750 
3015 
1982 
1760 
1020 
1780 
6010 

682 


59625 


4824 


5815 


244540 


No of men. 
9o o 
144 
198 
9284 
2962 
436 
485 
391 
206 
234 
217 
518 


1454 
101 


15970 


3124 
1534 


— . cc 
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